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PRETI END not to o ſet the ſubject of the fol- 


lowing ſheets in ſo ſtrong and clear a light, 


as that perſons who are diſpoſed to cavil, may not 


cenſure ſeveral things as being obſcure, f incorrect, 
injudicious, &c. Kc. ſceing no vriter, ſacred or 


profane, has ever yet been q happy as to eſcape 
the cenſure of ſome, who have conceived of, and 
viewed things in a light different from himſelf, ; 
And ſhould the charge of obſcurity, &c. lie ever 
| fo full againſt me, and that in the judgme nt of 
the moſt candid and judicious; pretend neither 
to infallibility, nor the deepeſt penerratiot 1 


IM judge according to the ſtrength OL the evidence 


{1 have, and peak and write according to my 
judgment ; I may miſtake, and who is infallible.” 


Few or none are e bold enough to deny this awful 


truth, that they are finners ; though it muſt be 
acknowledged too few ſeem ſenſible of the evil f 


fin, and the dangerous condition they are brought: 


into by it; but foraſmuch as we are thereby left ; 
liable to be loft, and eternally ruined, it certain- 
ly becomes (at leaſt every thinking perſon) ſeri- 


_ ouſly to enquire into the means of deliverance, 
: and reſtoration to the torteited tavour of his ma- 
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3 PREFACE. 


ker. i pickime every man finds in himſelf a 8 
propenſity to evil, and the beſt of men, bave | 

cauſe to complain that it is too often, and too much {| 
preſent with them. Whether this proneneſs to 


evil, is owing to ſome default in our nature, and 


may be conſidered as a Corrupt ſtream iſſuing from 
a poiſoned fountain; or the effect of habit and 
evil cuſtom, is a point that ever has, and yet muſt 
remain undetermined, if we attend not to the 
word of God, as the beſt and ureſt guide to truth, 
In this perſuaſion therefore, that the book of God 
is the book of truth, and that we are taught 
therein the otherwiſe inexplorable myſteries of fal- ; 
vation; I have principally had an eye unto it, in | 
order to conceive aright of ſin's nature and ma- 
lignity, the manner of our deliverance from it, 
and the means of our reconciliation, and reftora- | 
tion to the divine favour. J he brief account fol- 
lowing of the imputation of ſin and of righteouſ- 
nels, is nor ſo much intended as an anſwer to any 
thing that has bcen wrote or publiſhed on the ſub- I. 
ject, as a plain ſcriptural account of the reaſon BY 
and manner of our becoming guilty (or #eirg con- 
ftituted / finners,) by Adam, the our being made, — 1 


(or conſtituted righteous) by Chriſt. Rom. v. 19. 
and I doubt not, but the ſubject has fo ſtrong a 


foundation in the holy ſcriptures, as to be capa- 
ble of receiving much greater 1 85 and conbrma- 
tion by ſome abler pen. 


I hope the reader will excuſe me "I throwing 


E ow lines into the margin of ſome pages, by 
Way of illuſtration of ſome ſcriptures, and to 
confirm my own ſentiments by the authority of | 
a few noted writers; this appearing to me more 


eligiole, than to interrupt che thread of cifcouric, 
| 1 | nr 


PREFACE v5: 


of break into an argument. However this ſub- 


ject may be handled by any writer, Or regarded 
by thoſe who read thereof, it is certainly in it- 
ſelf very important and intereſting ; to know that 
Wi. are ſinners, and bear a conviction in our bo- 


ſom of our loſt and ruined ſtate thereby, is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary in order to bring us to Chriſt, for . 


' the whole need not a phyſician, and there is no other 


name beſides that of Jeſus Chriſt given under hea- 
ven among men whereby we can be ſaved. And how 
| Joyful the found of the goſpel is, and how beautiful 
upon the mountains the feet of theſe who publiſh ib 
are, a poor Magdalene, or a trembling, frighted 
jailor can beſt tell; but Bang en are the people that 


| know the joyful ſound. 
If what the following ſheets contain on this ſub- 
ject, ſhall through a divine bleſſing be made uſe- 


ful to any who read them, for inftruction or edi- 
cation; the end and deſign of writing and pub- 
liſhing them will be anſwered. If the reader i is 


brought more low and humble in his own eyes, 


led to depend on Chriſt as his only Saviour, to 
| value above all things his blood and righteouſ⸗- 
neſs, 1 doubt not but he will enjoy a happi neſs _ 
| while here on earth, which a franger intermeddle:!hþ 
not with, which a ſtranger to himſelf and the Lord 
Chriſt is neither capable of receiving, nor has any 
reliſh for ; and being found at laſt © having on 
that righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 48 
. will appear with boldneſs in the preſence 15 God, _ 
55 and be by i in and chrough the beloved.“ 


lane. May 16, 1 Titus Knight, - 
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9 Mo 0 impute, i in the holy ſcripture, f is, 1k, | 


By 8 3 To charge to a perſon's account his 
” D. { ** own facts, good or bad; he that bring- 

| eli not an offe/ing unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congreg ation before the Lord, blood 


hall be imputed unto that man, Levit. xvii. 4. and 


the zeal of Phineas, was imputed ty him for righte- 
ouſneſs unto all generations for evermore, Pl. cvi 31. 
In the former of theſe inſtances, diſobedience and 
wickedneſs (in the hebraiſm blood) is ſaid to be 
imputed to the offender; in the latter, pious zeal 
is {aid to be imputed to the prieſt of the Lord, 
for righteouſnels. Or 2d, To charge to the "= 
count "of one perſon the good or bad actions f 
another, ſo that he to whoſe account ſuch actions 
are placed becomes intereſted in their conſequences 5 
good, or bad. So the wickedneſs of Achan, who _ 
rranſgreſſed | in the accurſed thing, was ſo imputed 
| | 2 | | ml 


EXT 


to his whole family as to involve them in the ſame 
ruin and deſtruction with himſelf. Joſh. vii. 24. 


And God promiſed to be with, to bleſs and mul- 
tiply the ſeed of Liane for Abraham's Jones. Gen. 


: XXV1. 24. 


Moreover, to impute is uſed, 1ft, eicher in an 


evil ſenſe; as when ſome bad action is aſcribed to 


a perſon as done by him, and for which he is 


Siebe culpable, tho' innocent, as was the caſe 


of Ahimelech the prieſt who being accuſed of 


abetting David in the ſuppoſed conſpiracy againſt . 
his royal maſter, ſaid, /et not the king impute any 
ihing to bis ſervant, 1 Sam. xxii. 15. Or 2d, in 
a good ſenſe. Either 1ſt, when the guilt of ſome 
bad action, 1s not afcribed or imputed to the of- 
fender for- any reaſon, as Shemei beſought David, 
let not my Lord impute iniquity unto me, 2 Sam. xix. 
19. or as David deſcribes the man bleſſed to whom 
the Lord will not impute fin, Pſ. xxX11. 2d. Or | 
2d, when the benefit and effect of ſome Taudable- I 
action, is aſcribed to him that merited it not, for 


reaſons without, and apart from him; ſuch is the | 


| caſe of him, ts whom God hy tated righteouſucſs 
, works, Rom. iv. 6. 


2d, This act of imputation tho! differently ex- 


preſſed | in the engliſh tranſlation of the bible, yet ? 
bears the ſame 1 import; and in the original tongues 
both of the old and new teſtament, is moſtly ex | 
preſſed by one and the ſame word. In theſe paſſages 

of the old teſtament, we read accounted, Deut. 
i 1 20, 1 KingsXx. 21, I. 41. 23. In theſe and 
ſuch like, we read reckoned. Numb. xviii. 27. 23. 9. 
PL, xl. 5, thy thoughts, impulations, Sc. And in theſe ; 
Ve read, imputed, Levit. vii. 18. 17. 4. &c. Vet in f 

= all the above Places under the different expreſſions, | 


accountea, 2 


$8 

5 | 
accounted, reckoned, imputed, we have one and the ly 
ſame original hebrew word (hhaſhab.) In the new 1 
teſtament likewiſe, we read accounted, or counted, 0 | 
| Rom vin. 36. 1 Cor. iv. 1 Gal. iii. C. and reckon"d, Jo 
Luke xxii. 37 Kom. iv. 4, 9, 10. Allo in theſe 1 
and others imputed, Rom. iv. 11, 5, 13. James-. 11 
ji. 23, &c. In all which paſſages, tho' diverſly _ 10104 
rendered by the tranſlators, yet we have the fame 
original greek word ( /ogi20mat7) in its varied forms. e 
Hence we may obſerve, when God is ſaid not to 16061 


impute ſin, it is in the amount to ſay, he does not 
reckon fin to ſuch an one, or put fin to his ac- 
count, that he ſhould deal with him as a ſinner, 
And on the contrary, when God is ſaid to impute 
righteouſneſs, it is nothing leis than to ſay, he 
reckons righteouſneſs unto \ him, or puts it to his 
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account, fo that he looks upon him, and treats l 
him as a righteous perſon, or as one poſſeſt or We 

: righteouſneſs, This act of imputation, or non- ' 

imputation is ſpoken of no leſs than eight times | 


in the cleven firſt verſes of the fourth chapter 


to the Romans; where, tho' differently expreſſed 11 
by the words counted; reckoned, and imputed, _ 14 
yet the ſenſe is the ſame, and the greek work from 
whence they are rendered, is the fame in all. _ F171 
234, The ſcripture holds forth the act of impu— | 


tation, three different ways, that is, in reſpect to 
the ſubject thereof, and the” perſons concerned 
therein. As to che ſubject, it is /in, and righte- 


oullſueſo. The perſons concerned therein, are, 1 
Adam and his ſeed, and Chriſt and his ſecd. More 
particularly, 1ſt, The imputation of that one in, IHE 


in which Adam tranſgreſſed by eating the fruit of 
the interdicted tree, to all his poſterity, of whom 


he was sche repreſentative, and federal head in the 
95 firſt — 


fFlirſt covenant, 


(4) 


of the elect to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as their 


ſurety, and head of the ſecond covenant. zd, | 


The imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


that is, his active and paſlive obedience to al who ” 


believe in him. 
Imputation in the firſt of theſe bots: 18 what 


we commonly call original ſin; a doctrine maintain- | 


ed by the orthodox in all ages and places; and 


which has a ſuffcient foundation in the ſeriptures, 1 


(U truſt} will be manifeſted in the following chap- 


ter; but denied and rejected in whole or in part, f 


former'y by Pelagius and his followers, and at 
Preſent by the diſciples of Arius, Socinius, and 
Arminius; under which three claſſes may be com- 
prehended a great part of the eftobliſhed churchmen, 
and modern d. ſſenters, who with one conſent make 
their boaſt of a new light, and take to themſclvcs 
accordingly the name of new lights. 


in words to this amount, - that all the evil brought 


on the poſterity of Adam by his tranſgreſſion in , 
the garden is totally removed and taken away by } 


Chriſt, ſo that none can be held obnoxious for 


his fin, much leſs be expoſed to ſuffer on the | 


account of it. Imputation in the ſecond ſenſe "= 


| eee reſpects Chriſt as the ſinner's 
ſurety, bearing their fins in his own body on the | 
tree, and ſuffering in their ſtead the demerit of 
This doctrine alſo, is denied and 


their offences. 


oppoſed by the Arians, Socinians, and New-lights | 
00 the preſent age; but is ſo well ſupported, 1 
and guarded by the ſacred writers, that their 
writings themlelyes muſt be renounced er 10 
"uM 


2d, The imputation of the fins | 


Nor are | 
the people called Methodiſts, much more ortho- 
 dox in this tenet, the leader of which ſe& affirms, | 


9 


truth can be overturned. Some are ſo wall. aware 
of this, that trampling upon all the pretended 
authority of the bible, they treat the whole of 
it's contents as a cunning devited fable; and in 
ſo doing, while they attempt to weaken and in- 


validate the ſacred text, do but the more corro- 


borate and confirm it, by fulfilling the MA ns 


of the inſpired pen-mien, 216, | 


2 Pet. 1 


Imputation i in the third ſenſe, notwithſtandi ng i 
word of God, as I 
hope to make evident; yet wants not oppoſers, 
even from thoſe, who in many other reſpects ſeem : 


has a good foundation in the 


to hold the truth as it is in leſus. 


Ath, The common obj=Ction chat lies againſt 


the firſt | imputation is, that it carries an alpect of 
injuſtice in the divine being, in puniſhing the in- 
nocent offspring of a nocent parent; 


bled divines at Weſtminſter; yet is eſteemed by 


many of the deſcendants of both, as Auguſtine 
Fementum, and diſregarded as though it had no 


place in the writings ; of the apoſtles and prophets. 


The objection raiſed by the Socinians, New- lights, f 
Kc. againſt the ſecond imputation is, that it is 
irrational and abſurd, it being impoſſible to make 
a transfer of guilt from one ſubject to another; 
and becauſe the whole doctrine of atonement lies 5 
out of the reach of natural conception, it is look- 
and often treated with con- 
It is objected to the third imputation, 


ed upon as abſurd, 
_ tempt. 
either, 18. That it is unſcriptural, no mention 


being made r the 1898 of any thing but faith 


being 


and of 
cruelty in dealing with harmleis infants, as adult 
offenders. Hence the doctrine it reſpects altho? 
confirmed both by the articles and homilies of the 
church of England, and ſubſcribed by the aſſem- 
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(6) 


being imputed for righteouſneſs, or 2d, That it 


is a doctrine attended with very dangerous and 


pernicious conſequences z as leading men to diſ- 
regard all holineſs in themſelves, by fixing their 
attention on the holineſs and righteouſneſs of ano- | 
ther. It is propoſed to conſider the truth of theſe } 
doctrines, in a brief and familiar ſort in the fol- 
lowing chapters, with a ſpecial regard to the ho- 
ly ſcriptures; and to touch upon the abovemen- | 
tioned objections in order to obviate and clear | 
v hat ſeems difficult and obſcure; and I ſhall en- 
deavour at the ſame time to edify the reader, by 
leading him to ſome ſuitable reflection on each 


head, and to make ſome Jury” uſes of the 


whole. 


man. 1 Cor. xi. * 


„ 


OD fa: be us ks” man after cur 


image, after our likeneſs, Gen. i. 26. 


There is a fourfold image of God ſpoken of in 


the ſcriptures ; the firſt is in reference to the 


Lord Chriſt who 1 o 1 8 tle image of the invi- 
The ſecond reſpects | 


| ſible God, Coloſſ. 
Adam, who is ſad rails to the text cited a - 
bove, to have been made in the image of God, ch. 


'v. 1. The third is the regenerate, who are ſaid 


to be renewed in knowledge after he image of him 


hat created him. Coloſſ. in. 10. The fourth re- 

ſpects man in the relation of a huſband, Who is 

ſaid to be the image and glory of God, in the rela- 
tion he bears to his wife, and ſhe the glory of ihe 
| Jeſus Chriſt the ſon of God, 


is the eſſential image of God, being one with, 


and perfectly cqual to the father. Adam was what | 
ſome have called the accidental image, whoſe _ 
likeneſs and ſimilitude, was unequal and imper- 
fe&, as to his nature, ſtate, and qualifications. 
The regenerate bear the ſpiritual image of God, 
as they are endued with ſupernatural pitfts and 5 
graces. And a huſband is the auchoritative image, = 
in reſpect of the power given him over his 


wife. 


which Adam was made conſiſted in a participatian 


of the divine nature, or that man was by nature 


| on 


— P-< cn * 


2d, We may not think the; image . God in 
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inlinitude. 


adoſtiaſmation, « or ae 15 the divine, or as the 
heathens uſed to ſay, divine auræ quædam par ti- 


cula; for to bear the divine! image in this eminent 
degree, is the ſole prerogative of Chriſt, whois 


the : eſſential and natural image of the inviſible God, 
in ſuch ſort as is impoſſible for man to riſe unto, 


ſeeing a finite creature cannot poſſibly partake of 
We are indeed ſaid to be made par- 
takers of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4, but this 
is not to be underſtood of an eſſential, forma!, and 


intlrinſic participation; but analogical, accidental, 
and extrinſical, by reaſon of thoſe holy tempers, 


and effects, analogous to the divine nature pro- 


duced in us by the agency, and gracious opera- 


tions of the holy ſpirit, agrecable to which, we 
are {aid to be 901580 to the image of God: 


2d, Nor did the image of God in Which Adam 
Vas created conſiſt in ſome particular form of body, 
as was the opinion of old of the Anthropomor phites, i 
ho ſuppoſed that God was in the ſhape and figure 
. of man; we cannot but acknowledge, that as man 
was appointed lord of this lower world, there is 
ſomeching noble, and majeſtic i in the form and con- | 
texture of his body ; that as it was intended to i 
the receptacle of a foul, ſo vaſtly ſuperior to, and 0 
eſſentially diſtinct from the inferior creation, ſo 


the organized body ſhould be different in it's 


form, and properly diſpoſed to ſerve the ends and 
purpol ES ot che better part ” Nor do the holy ] 


: m_— 


* The heathen 7058 has cleg guntly fe forth the Aatelines 
| and rectitude of man, 8 


Pronaque cum ſp efent anim: alia extera terr am, 
Os omini Jublime dedit, calumque tueri 
allt, Eb erecios ad lidera rollere vultus. : 


(9) 


ſcriptures intend to teach us that God has parts 


and paſſions, &c. like man, for Whenever human 


members are attributed to the divine being, it is 
only by anthropopeia, and not to be underſtood 


properly and formally, but . and ana- 
logically. 


4th, The image of God i in which Adarn was 


created, conſiſted eſpecially in thiee things; 1ſt, 


nature, 2d, the refitude of nature, zd, in a fate 5 
F happineſs, which was founded on, and flowed 
from both the former. iſt, From his nature, as 
to the ſpirituality, and immortality of the ſoul, 2d, 
From the refitude of nature, which conſiſted i in 
original righteouſneſs ; and from hence he was 
inveſted with power and dominion to rule the 
lower parts of the creation. The firſt part of this 
image pertained to the ſubſtance of the ſoul, viz. 
ſpirituality, immortality, and incorruptibility : 3 


alſo to its faculties, the Anderſtanding, and 8 ; 


of will; which things eminently and moſt perfect. 
ly agree to God, Whence man, even after he 
had fallen by ſin, and defaced the image of God 
in other reſpects, yet is obſerved to retain it in 
this, James iii. 9. And Gen. ix. 6. homicide is 
prohibited for this ſpecial reaſon, becauſe man was 
made in the image of God. The ſccond part of 


this image pertains to the 7e7itude of nature, which 


is uſually called original rig hteouſneſs, becauſe, man 0 
was perfectly righteous when created, and firft 


com ing from the hand of the alwiſe 1 This 


original rigbtecuſneſs, in which Adam was 1 
muſt comprehend in it, a clear under ſtand! _. 


ho'y will, and perfect rectitude in the aebi, 


and ſuch harmony, and regularity ſubſiſted through- 
out che Whole man, that the #aeiabers of the body 
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were ſubſ.rvient to the affefions, the affeckions to 5 
the wy, and, the will to the leading and directing 


faculty reaſon. 


Man thus formed upright and innocent was 
' pleaſing in the eye of his maker, for © God ſaw | 
e every thing that he had made, and behold iv 
„was very good,“ Gen. 1. 31. But ah! what | 
ruin, W What walle, what devaſtation hath fin brought 
into the world in general, and into this mcrocejin, 
-manc-mn particu "art More than egyptian dark- 
peſs hath covered the unde Nanding, perverſenc! 85 
and reoe lion 121i; gate the ww 
Uke the untameable rabble of a giddy crowd, run 
| headlong on, and throw off all reſtraint. As 


, and the affetions, 


when there was no king in Jae every man did 


that which was rig ht in his own eyes, ſo it is in 
the foul of a lapſed finner ; his ſtate is an anarchy 
none bears rule, none ſubmits,all rule and none obey. 
Furious patſions break thro? all that oppoſes, and in- 
 fſatiavle, and ungovernab] e deſire, hurries the man 
prepoſterouſly on, and never ſays it is enough. | 


Wrerched man in this his fallen condition, the? 


made to govern others, is, unable to govern him 
ſelf, and retuſes ſubjection to the righteous law 
of his maker, for whoſe glory he was chiefly 


made, and to whom obedience was not only 4 


debt the creature owed, bur wioſe h appineſs alſo 
was inſeparably connected therewith, and conſiſted 4 
in the diſcharge of, Thus © man, continued not | 
. honour,” 10 but became like unto. the beaſts 
that periſh. 


zth, Socinus and his fol Howers, 1 generally 


oppoſed this part of Adam's image, in arder to 


overthrow the whole doct eine of original ſin. So- 


cinus him! elf acknowledg. 8 that man in bis faſt 
PE rg | | eres 


a R 


(21 


creation had not that corruption of nature which 
is in man's nature now; but denies that there was 
that wiſdom, holineſs, and rectitude, we ſpeak of, 
free from rebellion and diſſention, of appetite and 
reaſon. So that the image of God he and his follow- 7 
ers place ſolely in the dominion given to Adam. 160 55 
But the ſcripture makes it manifeſt, that Adam ³ 
was created in ighteouſne/s and true holineſs. Ht, © I 
Adam was created right and good; © God ſaw the 
things which he had on and they were all 
„good, very good.” Gen. i. 31 allo, © God 
made man (haadam) uprig 9 but he hath ſought _ 
cout many inventions,” Fee e. vii. 29. This 7 
goodneſs God approves muſt neceſſarily reſpect 
the moral rectitude of his ſoul, without which, 0 
as he could not be diſpoſed duly to ſerve God, ang 
hereby anſwer the prime end of his creation, ſo 
neither could his divine and holy maker poſſibly 5 
JB have been pleaſed with him. That uprightneſs in 
BW which 6% created Adam, as it ſtands oppoſed in 
Y the text to the vain reaſoaings, and inventions f 
men, now fal lien, muſt needs | c underſtood of the 
. perfect ſtate in which man was created. Again, 


{ Þ luch as the image is, which is re ſtored to us by 

grace, and will be perfected in us by glory; ſuch _ 14 
a W it behov ed that to be, which man was a partaker 5 Vl 
o | of by nature; becauſe the revocation is made 1 
d juxta imaginem creatori 's, i. e. to the image of him 44 
xt at created, Coloſſ. iti. 10. which image conſiſts (18 
ts in the illumination of the mind, and the ſanEtifi- 14 
cation of the will; whence we are ſaid, to be 4 
y transformed, by 8 renewing of our mind,” 0 
o Rom. xii. 2. and © to be renewed | in knowledge,” 1 
o- © to be conformed to God in righteouſneſs and irue | 
| belineſs or in ſandlitate veritatis, holineſs of truth, 1 


that 


— ” 
* 

— res 62cad, 

— 2 3 


* 
— 
e 


. ͤ is Sa er 
— 7 3 — —2 


% 
ze” SS 


— ——BAw A — 4 4 Ag». : — — — * i 
4 
> 8 8 "9 Os 1 0 — . 4 *. 23 . % - an — - ö * o 
—— — > „ 272 — 22 — W E 8 * 8 att A * 
6 —— „* . * — - _— ” . . . 


„ 

that is, in Juſtice and holineſs, which ariſes from 
truth; hence the image in glory, will conſiſt in 
esel to God, in knowledge, and * K HON 
neſs. po in 

6th, It | is flo wed, that t the Image of 80d in 
which man was made, included that dominion 
given him over the creatures; but it cannot be 
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granted that the rig Iteoufneſs and kh of nature 
above mentioned, was excluded from ne 4 
the latter, would be at rolutely necelt by in Order 
to the former; for he who governs others, mui 
have wildom to r juſtice and integrity to act 
uprightly, and to rule perperually muſt "be immor- 
tal, Ihe third part of the divine image then 
conſiſted in the dominion given him over the! n- 
ferior creatures; that ſaying of Jehovah partici- 
_ lerly reſpects this, Gen. i. 20, 2 et us mne 
* man in our image, after our r likeneſs 3 and let 
them have dominion over the fiſh of the ſca, and 
<« over the fowls of the air, and over the cattie, 
e and over all the earth, and over every creep- 
ing thing Hh ak Prin upon the earth.“ Here- | 
in man reſembled bis great creator and Lord, who | 
| himſelf rules over the armies of heaven, and the 
inhabitants of the ca arth, with this difference, God I 
rules naturally, indep endently, abiolutely nd 3 
limitably; man bears rule dependently, Precari- 
oufly, and with a proper li mitation. To this may 
be added that! image of immortal ity, which in re- 
ſpect of the. ſcul, abideth after the fall, and b 
which, man becomes capable of ctern al Rapp! ines 
Or miſery. 35 
And, On my 1 art thou 1 Muſt 500 
live for ever ? And will fin and difobedience ren- 


2 


der thy being leſs deſirable than not to be ar all? 


3 1 
Will ſin ſeparate between thee and God, and ex- 
elude thee from the bliſ:ful preſence of thy maker, 
intercept the rays of communicated felicity, and 
expoſe thee to the indignant and killing frowns of 
offended majeſty ? How neceſſary is it then, that 
I ſhould turn away from, and avoid the very paths 
that lead to ſin, as I would with to avoid, and 755 
eſcape thoſe unquenchable flames of divine wrath, „ 
which the 1} impenitent ſinner muſt be for ever ex _ 
poſed to. My foul, thou art myſcli, I know it 
js but a little while, and I ſhall th all ſoul ; this 
earthly tabernacle my body muſt be diſſe ved and 
moulder into it's primitive particles of duſt and 
aſhes; but thou mutt ſurvive, return to God, and 
receive a righteous reward of all the deeds done 
in this body. May I eſteem it then the higheſt 
wiſdom, as, ſure I am it will enſure the gre eateſt 
 JY happineſs ; while others are mating prov: if ns for 
FB thefleſp to fulfill the luſts thereof, to regard this one 
= = 1 needful, may I put on the Lord 7e 45 Chrift z 5 
may I deſire above all other things ts be Hund in 
Pon Come diſeaſe, come de aths in all your 
dreadful forms, beſiege this citadel, break down 
it's walls, lay it level with the ground; yet ſhall 
the inhabitant defy your urmoſt rage, and taking 
refuge beneath the croſs of a bleeding, dying 8 
I viour, ſhall laugh at your menaces, and deſpiſe 
- TY your power, triumphing with the bleſſed Paul, 
death where is thy ſting? Grave where 1s thy vic- 
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I zory ? Thanks be to God, who maketh us more 1 
ban conquerors, and giveth us the vHory, ee 1 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. {453 

a1 | Ith, Adam being thus . in hs image . We 
9 644d his obligations to love and gracitude, ari ling 44 
55 from the munificence of his Creator and benet ator, 5 [08 
1% 4 

Ag i 

\ ++}. 

278 

„ 

44 


(14) 


muſt needs be indiſpenſible; and the law then 


engraved on his heart, and afterwards in tables of {| 


ſtone, the ſubſtance of which is, thou ſhall love 
the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy 
mind, with all 755 ol, and with all thy ftren th, 
mult be the reaſonable ſervice, of a reaſonable 


8 creature, the object being the greateſt good, mull 


needs be worthy of ſupreme iove and veneration, 


That the moſt high ſhould condeſcend to enter in- 


to a covenant, with his new-made creature, by 


which he would engage himſelf to reward that | 


obedience he by ſovereign right had a claim unto; 


is an inſtance of condeſcenſion and goodneſs, ns 
can never ſufficiently admire ; ſeeing all the poſ- 
ſible advantage ariſing from fuch compact, muſt 


ſolely reſpect 1 man, whoſe obedience and goodne/; 


could not ſo extend unto the Lord, as that he ſhould 


receive any addition to his compleat, and perfect 


felicity, nor on the contrary could the diſobedi- 
ence of an offending creature in any wiſe preju- 
Wh In conſequence of 
this covenant God was pleaſed to enter into with |} 
Adam, he was not only influenced to obedience, | 
and excited to an expectation of happineſs, from 
God's philanthropy, but herein alſo the divine ye-"1 
racity and faithfulneſs were engaged to ſee the tul- | 
flillment of Feng promiſe FINE.) in the com- 


: dice his eſſential bleſſedneſs. 


pact. 


th, In this firſt covenant, or covenant of na · | 
ture, there are as in mutual compacts among 
men, two parties, viz, God, and man; God by \Y 
right, as the creator and governor of man, might 
impoſe a law, and require obedience thereto, with- 
cout engaging himſelf, by covenant and promile, 
to reward that obedience, and man, as A depen-. | 
dent 


(15) 

dent creature, and endued with rationality, was 
laid under a double obligation to obey, 1ſt, As 
he was made upright, and capacitated to krep 
the law of his maker; which was a reaſonable ler- 
vice, and 2d, As he was now encouraced by the 
promiſe of reward. Although the covenant we 
now ſpeak of is not expreſly aſſerted by Moles, 
yet it is ſufficiently maniteſt, both from the ſym- 
bol of the tree of life, and from the penal ſanction 
in the commination of death, which comprehend- 
ed in it, the promiſe of life as it's contrary; as 


FE manifeſt from various ſcriptures. Levit. xviii, 


5, which if à man do, be Hall live in them, Deut. 
xxvii, 26. Math. xix, 17. Gal. iii. 12. Why 
may not the prophet Hoſea be ſuppoſed to refer 
to this covenant, chap. vi. 7, When the //ragl- 
ites are ſaid to have tranſgreſſed the covenant like 
Adam *, like parent, like chuldren, for can a bit. 
-— fountain ſend forth feeet waters? And who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Not one. 
This covenant, was partly general, and partly 
ſpecial, as it reſpected the moral or natural law, 
and the ſymbolical. It was general, as it had re- 
ſpect unto the knowledge and true worſhip of 


Gol, and love to n &c. with all manner of 8 


77 35 e bee geri, i i. e. they like Alew , 
have tranſgreſſed the covenant, Although theſe words may 
be expounded with an eye to man's inconſtancy i in general; 


vet they appear to me, to have a ſpecial reference to the co- 
$ venant made with Adam in particular. — A fimilar way 8 


ſpeaking we meet with in the book of Job, ch. xxxi. 33. 

] covered my tranſgreſſon ¶ keadam } like Adam, which 
I plainly refers to Adam when attempting to hide himſelf 
from God, Gen, iii. 8, and to exculpate himſelf from the 
erime he ood accuſed of, ver. 12. | 


(56) 


| holineſs; and it was ſpecial in reſpect to the for- 


b:aden fruit; in which, the obedience of the 


whole law was contained, as in a ſpecimen, or 


compend'um. The former was founded on the 


law of nature, not written in a book, but engraven 
and deeply impreſſed on the heart; the latter was 
That was ſpecial and 


ſymbolical and poſidive. 


primary; this only ſecondary. And notwithſtand- 


ing the command was ſpecial which reſpected the 


ſymbolical law; yet obedience to the natural or 


moral law, was the thing chiefly required, and 
intended hefeby, and of which obedience chis Was 


the teſt. 


9th, To: enquire 18 degree of 8 1 


Adam enjoyed in paradiſe before his fall, how long 


his probationary ſtate ſhould have continued had 
he porſevered in his obedience, and whether af- I 
ter full and ſufficient proof given, he ſhould have 


enjoyed a more bleſſed life on earth, or have been 


taken up to heaven, and been admitted to cloſer, 
and more intimate fellowſhip with his maker, &c. 
Sc. 1 fay to enquire into things of this nature, 


is to grope in the dark, and "conjecture. at the 


a preatelt uncertainty, ſeeing the ſcriptures are in a 
greac meaſure ſilent in ſuch points; and where 


theſe have not a tongue to ſpeak, we ſhould be 
. very cautious how we lend an ear to hear. 


However it is an opinion moſt commonly re- 
cel ved among the orthodox, that the promiſe of 

life made to Adam, and which was figured 1 in the 
tree of life, not only reſpected a continuation of 


felicity in paradiſe ; 


but a ſtare of bleſſednels, 
: heavenly and eternal. 


I ſhall not at preſent tarry 


to produce the arg uments that might be urged 
in tavour of this opinion; ; but! beg leave to Ob- 
1 ſerve, 


e 


SA 


ſerve, although we know not certainly what would 
have been, had Adam ſtood in his integrity; and 


primitive rectitude; yet we know by bitter ex- 
erience what ic, now that he has fallen from that 

ſtate by ſin and diiobedience. 

| 1oth, This appears to be an undeniable truth, 

and deſerves attention; that whatever Adam's 


ſtate was before his fall, in other reipects, it was 

leſs eligible than the true believer's in this; that 

| whereas Adam was left to ſtand or fall, by his 

| own ſtrength, the believer in Jeſus is upheld by 
one greater than himſelf; and while the former 


was left under a poſſibility of falling, the latter, 


has heaven and glory ſecured unto him by the 
power and faithfulaeis, of an almighty and un- 


changeable God. Adam in his integrity, enjoy- 


ed a preſent happineſs, in a degree proportioned 5 
and ſuited to his ſtate; but the foundation of his 
| hope of abiding in that ſtate or of an increaſe of 
| that happineſs, was feeble and toiter.ng ; whereas 
the true believer enjoys at preſent a happineſs, 
which although leſs perfect in kind, and inferior 
in degree; yet has a hope of a perpetuity, in- 


creaſe, and perfection of that happineſs, built on 


the moſt firm and ſtable baſis. Hence to repre- 
ſent the ſtate into which believers are brought by 
the death of Chriſt, and faith in his meritorious _ 
blood, as ſimilar to that of Adam before his fall, 
is not only a groſs miſrepreſentation of the be- 
lever's ſtate, but greatly derogates from the worth 
and excellency of the mediator's blood, and de- 
preciates almoſt to a mere nothing his parle, 
and perfect righteouſneſs. £ 
ith, Adam in his firſt eſtate was free from fin, | 
but not ſecure from falling by! it, nor exempt from 
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temptation to it. Sufficient power was given him, 
to enable him to ſtand if rightly uſed, yet being 
created mutable, he was liable to fall. The dif. 


ference betwixt Adam in his perfect ſtare, and the | 


true believer in Chriſt herein 1s, Adam had a peſſe, 


theſe a velle; Adam in paradiſe had a Power to 4 


ſtand, yet left free to fall; believers in Chriſt, 


are made willing t. ſtand, and upheld by omnipo- 
tence, ſhall not finally fall. 


It has been enquired by ſome, what the firſt ſin 


was that obtained place in Adam's heart. I think 
it is not to be doubted but many evils entered in- 
to the. compoſition, ſuch as pride, evil-deſire, dif. 
content, &c. But of this however we are well aſ. 
ſured, that unbelief was a principal ingredient. 
God ſaid, in the day theu ealefl thereof, thou palt | 
— ſwely die, the devil ſaid, ye ſhall not die. To | 
whom ſhould Adam have hearkened ? Had he not 
been oviity of an inattention, below the dignity 


O 


of a rational creature, he would doubtleſs have 
indignated every ſpecies of being in heaven or 
cearth, that ſhould have dared to contradict what 
God had ſpoken He liſtened to the ſubtle temp- | 
ter, and ſeduced, fell; fell from his dignity, and | 
rectitude, forkeited the favour of his beſt friend | 
and bounteous benefactor; and aſpiring to be as 
G4, fell below, and utterly loſt the happineſs and 
dignity he poſſeſt and enjoyed as man. He who, | 
a little before ſtood at the head of the creation, F 
and deputed Lord of all below, was now deſerved- | 
ly depoſed, and degraded; and he who while obe- 
dient to the precepts of bis maker, ſtood poſſeſſed 
of the image and favours of his God, was now | 
driven as a vagabond from his preſence, and bore | 
8 the diſgraceful badges ve: violated ruſt, in bor- 
. rowing | 


. — . — — —— py oe 
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rowing a hairy garment from the brute, to cover 
his own and his accomplice's naked bodies; “ and 

expelled the happy garden, are doomed to almoſt 
inceſſant and unavailing toil ; to cat bread in the 
{weat of their face, and dig a bitter and ſcanty 
morſe] trom the barren clod. 


It 


I 2th, 


r * — 


nto Adam and 19 his wife, Sc. Some will needs have 
this to be underſtood figuratively, that God taught Adam 
and Eve to make theſe coats for themſelves, as thinking it 
too low for the majeſty of heaven to ſtoop to an office ſo 
mean, &c. But ſee no reaſon tor underſtanding the words 
of Moſes otherwiſe, than in this plain and hteral ſenſe, 
that the Lord God made coats of ſkins, and cloathed them, 
ſeeing He who by his word had called theſe {kins from no- 


2 


Fe 


thing, could by a ſingle 20 transform them as he pleaſed. 
Beſides, why may not theſe coats themſelves, as well as God's 
condeſcending to make them, be conſidered as a type of the 

. righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his great love 
„ and wonderful condeſcenſion, in working out that righte- 5 
e ouſneſs by a three and thirty) years toil on earth? And view- 
r <inthis light, it preſents us not with fanciful, but real 
= 7 and intereſting truths ; viz. that as theſe were probably the 
r fſtins of beaſts lain for ſacrifice, (animal- food being not yet 
3 granted,) theſe bealts thadowed forth the bruiſed body of 
d BY our Saviour, offered in ſacrifice on the accuried tree, as a 
d BH ranſom tor ſinners, and for the ſake of which, they are de- LY 
13 X livered from going down to the pit, Job xxxiii. 24, And 7374 
HY their ſkins which were made into coats, to cover the naked 344 
d bodies of the fallen pair, the holy and obedient life of Chriſt, _ (48 
O, by which, a righteouſneſs is wrought out, to cover the 1 
n, Y naked fouls of all believing in him.] have called their coats 1 
d- Y diſgraceful badges, and indeed what are thoſe very garments 1 
e- we ſare ſo apt to pride ourſelves in, but indications of our 1 
wo - "ak from God, and our ſhame and nakedneſs thereby? And | 1 
ed Wt what can more loudly ſpeak the degenerate, and ſtupified 2178 
W Y fate of man, than that he thould glory in his ſhame ; and 9 
re having: loſt his original righreoutnels, ſhould endeavour to 9 
r- Y ſupply (by adorning his bode the gory that is departed 1 

3 From: his foul, | 1 
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- 2th, As Adam's diſobedience metited infinite- 


ly worſe than was inflicted on him, he was ſo far 


from having cauſe to complain of cruelty or in- 


juſtice in the ſentence paſſed upon him, that he 
could not but acknowledge in the moſt ſignifi- 
cant expreſſions of gratitude, the clemency of his 


maker and ſovereign, the mercy of his judge, and 


| rejoice, greatly rejoice, in the ſalvation of the 
| Saviour prepared, and more than hinted at in the 
ſerpent's curſe and doom; and by the intervention 
or whom, he for the preſent obtained a reprieve 
from the death his fin deſerved, and received = 


romiſe of compleat deliverance. 


It being beſide my preſent purpoſe to lay open, = 
: and inſiſt upon the due deſert of Adam's tranſ- 


greflion, which otherwiſe might be eaſily proved, 


as I truſt it is in my ſermons on that ſubject, 
could be nothing leſs than an intire, and eternal 
excluſion from the pr eſence of the Lord, and from | 
the glory of his power, 2 Theſſ. i. 9. which baniſh- 
ment would have conſtituted that part of the 
milery of the damned conſiſting in the pena damni, 
i. e. the puniſhment of loſs; which would neceſ- 
ſarily have been attended, with a keen and bitter 
reflection of ingratitude and folly, under che in- 
ceſſant clamours, and tormenting accuſations of a 
aguilty conſcience. Theſe, together with the fire 
which never ſhall be quenched, Mark ix. 44, faid | 
to be prepared for the devil and his angels, would 
have conſtituted, what ſome have called the pæna 
| ſenſus, or the puniſhment of ſenſe. Such is the 
_ dreadful, and wretched habitation prepared for 
the wicked. Job xviii. 21. and ſuch muſt have | 
been the dwelling of fallen Adam, had the curſe 
in its rigour and ſeverity, been executed upon him. 
13th, 
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13th, This fin of Adam, did not only affect 


himſelf, but all his poſtericy have cauſe to lament 
it; ſeeing matter of falt makes it evident, that 


they alſo at the greateſt diſtance from him in the 


line of ordinary generation are affected by it. 


That ſtate of mortality we all are ſubiected to, is 8 
no other than the neceſſary, and natural reſult of 


his ſin and diſobedience; he being the common 


root and fountain of all his poſterity. If, in the 


ordinary courſe of generation, lite, begets like, 


ſuch as he was who begat, ſuch mult they be 
| who are begotten of him; ; hut the former is true, 
and manifeſt | in all nature, therefore the alter. 


Hence, what Adam was, not in his perfe ct, but 
_ lapſed ſtate, ſuch mult they neceſfarily be who 


ſpring from him; ſeeing in this ſtate he began to 
propagate his race. Was the image of God des: 


faced in the parent? Such muſt be the caſe of 


the child begotten by him; was the body of 8 
Former ſentenced to mortality, with all the imper- _ 
fections, pains and diſeaſes, peculiar to a mortal 

ſtate? Such would neceſſarily be the bodies of 


the latter, as begotten by him; the proof of 
5 which lamentable truth, is matter of feet. 


But mortality, with al its wretched, and inſe- 
| parable concomitants, is a puniſhment inflicted, 
and to conſiſt with juſtice muſt infer previous 
guilt; therefore all the poſterity of Adam being 
ſubjected to ſuffer, are ſuppoſed guilty. The a- 
bove truth will receive no inconſiderable light and 
confirmation by attending to the account Moſes 

has given of this matter. In the day that God 
ereated man, in the . of God made he bim, 


en, v. 1. Here we have Adam preſented to our 
view in a perfect and mr ſeats, as newly com- 


ing 


1 


ing from the hands of the all- wiſe artiſt, and bear- 
ing the image of his own ſpotleſs purity, in re- 


ſpect to the moral rectitude of his intellectual 


Powers; and ſo exactly correſponding with the 
great idea of his maker, that he pronounced him 


as placed at the head of the terreſtrial creation to 


be very good; but in the third verſe of the fame 


chapter, we are informed that Adam begat in his own 
likeneſs , which draught if viewed in the mirrour 


cf God's molt holy Jaw, or compared with the fair, 
and perfect original, will be diſcovered to be de- 
| ficient in all thoſe lively and judicious touches, 


wherein ſimilitude conſiſted, and ſcarcely to bear 


5 oy reſemblance to that image firſt ſtamped upon 
; And it is evident, Moſes intended a contraſt 
in the firſt and third verſes, that comparing man 


as he came out of the hands of his maker, with 


what he was, now fallen by ſin and diſobedience, 


wie might learn the true ſtate of things in a lapſed 
world; the great evil of fin, and our ruined con- | 
dition thereby; otherwiſe, Moſes had ſaid, to the 
amount of nothing, that he begat in his own like- | 
nes, if he deſigned not to inform his readers that | 
His own likeneſs, or the likeneſs of himſelf in the | 
third verſe, refering to Adam, might be conſider- 
ed as oppoſed to the likeneſs of Cod, in verſe it, |} 
in which Adam was firſt created. As we there- | 
fore partake of mortal bodies, ſubject to diſeaſe, 
and death, we carry with us a ſufficient proof of 
our original; nor had Cain himſelf a more viſible | 
mark of the divine diſpleaſure upon him, than we 
bear in our bodies ſentenced by a right and irre I 


85 vocable decree to return to their primitive duſt. 


14th, Mortality is the effect of ſin, for by fin | 
cane d death, Rom, V. 12. as we then are mortal ” 
Crea- 3 
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ercatures, it is in vain to attempt to ſhift the 


charge of being ſinful creatures, the tormer ne- 
ceſſarily implies the latter, and the decree which 
has appointed us to be born mortal, declares by 
ſuch appointment, that we re born fintul, for he 
Judge of all the earth, will certainly d 7ight, Gen 


XViil. 25. But how we become finners | by Adam's 
85 tranſgreſſion, ſo as to be obnoxious to me r. is | 


what we are next to enquire into. 

Original ſin, is conſidered as twofo'd, impated, 
and inbirine { ; the former reſpects that one tranl- 
greſſion wherein Adam fined Dy eating the for- 
| bidden-fruit, which as he was the repreſentative, 


and covenant head of his poſterity, the guilt 
thereof is imputed to them alſo : the latter re- 
ſpects that inward defilement, and pollution of 


nature, which 1s derived, from him as the natural 


5 head, to all his deſcendants by ordinary genera- 
tion. The inherent effects of Adam's ſin, viz. de- 


filement and pollution, may rather be conſidered as 


a fault than a crime, macu'a, non reatus; a dil- 


qualification for heaven, racher than that Which 


deſerves hell; and ſeems rather to be the reſult 
and effect of diſobedience; than that diſobedience 


itſelf. Various ſcripture paſſages may be pro- 


| duced to prove that the poſter! ty of Adam are 
greatly injured by his fin; for every effect has 
ſome cauſe producing it, and wh ere the one is vi- 
ſible, the other cannot be denied; but ſorrow and 


ſuffering are the effect of ſin, and theſe faſten up- 


on thoſe not perſonally guilty, therefore muſt be 


8 the conſequence of another's ſin. 


Iz th, As Adam began to beget 1 in his own le- 
5 eſs when fallen, ſo we are a lictle after preſent- 
Ba. ed with an awtul account of overſpreading wick= _ 


ednefs, 
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n 
edneſs, for all fleſh bad corr upted his Way, Gen. 


vi, 12, and theſe various ſtreams of iniquity, 


wherewith God was ſo much diſpleaſed, all fue 


from the corrupt fountain of a depraved heart, 


tor God ſaw ihat every imagination of the thoughts - 


of his heart, was 167 evil, continually, ver. 5th, 


from his infancy. * chap. viii. 21, Job's interro- 
gation carries in it the force of a negative anſwer, 
who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Job 
| xiv. 4, and doubtleſs has reſpect unto the com- 
mon and corrupted parent of us all. David alſo | 
in bewailing and confeſſing his actual fins, traces 
the ſtream backward to the fountain head, "a0 - 4 


ſays, behold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did 


my mother conceive me. & Pſ. li. 5. There can be 


no foundation for ſuppoſing what ſome have in. 


ſinuated, that David herein accuſed his parents of 
ſome crime in his conception, or that he was il- 
legitimately born; but herein he acknowledges 


the wickedneſs of his life, to proceed from the 


corruption of his heart. Again, the neceſſity of 
regeneration may be urged as a flagrant proof of 
the defilement of our nature; ; for if we mult ne 


ceſſar ty 


— AN 


* . 00 is 5 uſed 3 4 iii. 27. 


Ezek. iv. 14, 16. 22. Ke. The Socinians would have 


' this to be underſtood by a hy perbole, and to ſignify that Aa 
great part was corrupt, &c. But this cannot be allowed 
without Rronger proof than can be deduced from this ral 7 


5 ſag = 


OO 


nere, aut concipere, quod parentum eſt, ſed califieri, et 
Foveri quod ſpectat ad fœtum jam formatum FL in Pere 


Selam. T. urret. in loc. non. 


0 Nam verbum F bolalti ) conceptus fam, reſerri non 
pPoteſt ad actionem gignendi parentum, ſed ad corporis geniti 5 
Fformationem in utero ; et {jehhematni ) non fignificat gig- 


26 


deſſarily be born again, in order to enter into the 


kingdom of God, it is manifeſt that our inherent 
pollution and defilement unfits us for ſo holy an ha- 


bitation. Again, we are ſaid to be children of 


wrath by nature, Eph. ii. 3, which ſtate of wrath, 
we are ſubjected to, either as we are eſteemed 
; guilty, or defiled, or both. 


This pollution, and defilement of nature, to- 


gether with that darkneſs of underſtanding, ſtub- 


bornneſs of will, and vitioſity of affection, &c. 


are rather to be conſidered as the effects of ſome 
cauſe, or a puniſhment inflicted for ſome crime, 


than that crime itſelf, or the cauſe of other penal 


7 effects. 


6th, All the e of Adam, by the tights- i 
ous judgment of God, are included with their pa- 


rent in the guilt of that one tranſgreſſion, where- 


by he fell from his primitive rectitude; not only 
as they may be ſaid to have ſinned, in him as Levi ix 
5 faid to have paid tithes in Abraham, being then in his 
loins; but as the guilt of that one fin is imputed 


to them, ſo that they are accounted ſinners, and 


treated as ſuch. Many who uſe the term, original 5 
in, yet differ widely in their opinions of it's ef- 
fects upon Adam's offspring; and they who ſeem 
to favour the doctrine moſt in other reſpects, and 
engage in the defence of it; yet in order to ex- 
clude the imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
deny alſo the imputation of Adam's ſin. It were 
to be wiſhed that the oppoſers of the imputation 
of Adam's lin to his offspring, and of the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt to believers, would ſeriouſly con- 


ſider whether the arguments uſed by them, to in- 


voalidate and overthrow theſe, do not as forcibly 


wilitate againſt che imputation of our ſins to Chriſt; 


and 


(27) 


and if they would not ſtrengthen the hands of 
antichriſtians, and deſtroy the foundation of their 


_ own hope, they would open their minds to con- 
viction, and admit trurhs that muſt riſe ſuperior 
to all oppoſition, untill the heaveas be no more. 

17th, When we ſpeak of the imputation of 


Adam's fin, we have reſpect only to his firſt, not 


any of his after tranſgreſſions; nor do we regard 
any habitua gepravity. but chat actual violation 
of the covenant, his beneficent creator had been 


pleaſed to admit him into. Nor is it to be ſup- 
poſed chat guilt was imputed to Adam's offspring MY 
becauſe they were now Jdefited ; but rather, that | 
defilement, &c. is to be dene as a puniſh- 


ment inflict de on them, as e guilty, as 
above. 


When that is imputed. to one or more per- 4 
| ſons which properly, and perſonally belongs to 


another, it is owing to ſome relation ſubſiſting 
as common berwixt the parties z which relation 


may be 2ſt, natural, ſuch is that between a father 


and his children 29, Myral, and political, ſuch 
as ſubſiſts berween 2 king and his ſubjects. 3d, 


Voluntary, ſuch as between or among friends, or 

a principal, and his furety. Hence. there is a 
twofold foundation of imputation between Chriſt 
and his people, by which our ſins are imputed 8 4 


him, and his righteouſneſs, is impured ro us. 


5: -"Þ Cor. v. 21. Bur i in the imputation now treated 
of, we have chiefly to do with the two former; in 

1 which the relation, Iſt, Is nal ul. al, Adam being 
* father. we ſons. 2d, Political, Adam ſtanding 


as a prince, and rep! reientative of all mankind. 


The ground of imputation therefore ſobſilting 


5 | berween Adam and us, 1s not only nalu, al, lor 4 


oe Se Oe ot SS 


(28) 
is all his other ſins might with equal right have 


been imputed to us; but eſpecially moral, and 
"Tate, ſo that the covenant God made with Adam, 


was as the head and repreſentative of his 3 

ty; ſo that Adam acted not in this buſineſs, in 

5 the capacity ef a private, but a public perſon, re- 
preſenting all his poſterity, whence the demerit 


of his miſcarriage juſtly appertains to them all. 
As the capacity in which Adam acted, was by 


the juſt appointment of God, it was not neceffary 
that we his offspring ſhou'd be ſeverally conſult- 
ed in the affair; ſeeing it was the will of God that 
Adam ſhould be looked upon, as the root and 
head of mankind, who therefore not for himſelf 
only, but for al} his ſced, ſhould ſecure or forfeit 
all that happineſs ſtipulated | in the covenant; ſee- 
ing all men were conſidered in that one, * not by 
A ſpecific, or numerical union, but partly by an 
union of origination, becauſe all are of one blood, 
and partly by an union of repreſentation, becauſe | 


this one man, Df a divine e repreſented 
=” 


18th, That fach. was the covenant God made 


| with Adam is manifeſt, iſt, Becauſe, if the co- 
venant made with Adam was not public and ge- 
neral, it behoved that God muſt enter into covenant _ 


with individuals, or there is no covenant ſubſiſt- 


ing between God and us, and the calamities we 
ſuffer mult be the effect of cauſes different from 
thoſe of our common parent. 2d, Adam received 
not the image of God in his creation, as a per- 
bonal good, and peculiar to himſelf, but: as a com- 
—_ | mon 


* Qvicunque ex ilto 1 uno le: in Liphs futuri erunt, i is . 


0 und, unus home 1 Auguſt. ep. 106. 
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mon good, that he might tranſmit that image to 
his poſterity, if he food in his integrity; bur on 
the contrary that loft and defaced in himſelf, 
ſhould be loſt alſo to his offspring. Adam as a 
beneficiary received a ſtock from God, for the uſe 
of himſelf, and children, on theſe terms, that if 
he embezzled his Lord's money, or rebelled a- 


gainſt his prince he ihould be deprived of the be- 
: nefit received both for himſelf and his.“ 3d. The 
puniſhment inflicted for the offence, was not /pe- 


cial, and particular ; but general, and univerſal, 
extending to all his poſterity : ; which could by no 


means conſiſt with juſtice if the violated law, and 


the guilt ariſing the refrom, had not been equally 
C 
The conſequence or penal effects of imputed 
0 fn, is eicher privative, or poſitive z the former con- 


: fiſting | in a privation of original rectitude; the 
latter in an obnoxiouſneſs tn death temporal, and 
eternal; and although the ſecond neceſſarily fol- 
Jows the fi rſt, {except Godin mercy interpoſe) | 


yet ought not to be confounded together. That 


bone actual ſin of Adam, may be faid to be imputed 
to us immediately, from whence we become ob- 
noxious to that penal privation, as the certain 
and the refore i inthe order of 
nature, muſt neceflarily precede that corruption, 
or p ivation; but as to the latter, it may be ſaid 
t he imputed mediately, as to the poſitive part * 
the . or real fulkering 3 becauſe we thoul: F 
| | STOT- -- 


effect of ſuch cauſe; 


* Que Deus Adamo largitus erat, non ipſi coll, fed etiam 

toti ipũius poſteritati foermnt: data. ac proinde nos in iplins 5 

perſona fpohati bonis illis omnibus, in omnem hanc miteri- 9 
am et m naledictione n incidimus. _ Conteff, Sal. 1 


18 
not be obnoxious to that penalty, if we were not 
born corrupt and defiled. 

19th, That the guilt of Adam's fin is lech 
to his offspring is evident, in that they ſuffer, who 
never perſonally ſinned, even infants, but ſuffer- 
ings and death are the penalty of guilt, there- bw 
fore they, even dying infants, are eſteemed guilty, 1 
or they could not ſuffer by diſeaſe, & c. and die. 
So long as death holds dominion over our infant- 
race, the evidence is too full againſt us to be 
denied, or baffſed, that we are under wrath, and hy 
if we reds the word of God with attention, owe 
need be at no loſs to receive full information of ue 
the cauſe. Death came into the world by fin, faith  "'!! 
the apoſtle Paul, and n entered by one man, even 
Adam, Rom. v. 12. and, fo in Adam all die. 1 
Cor. xv, 22.* By one man's offence death reigned, _ 
and, by the fines of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation, And again, By one man's 
| diſobedience many we e made, (literally, conſtituted ) 
| ſinners, ver, 17, 18, 19. If the fin of Adam 
cConſtituted his ping guilty, and obnoxious 
to puniſhment, only as deſcending from him by 
natural generation; for the like reaſon, not only 
- |} 4 his other fins would have attected them in the 
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A . I am aware that the apoſtle 8 argument | in a this place 
5 reſpects believers only, the reſurrection of whom he is prin- 
f | cipally concerned to prove; yet doth it no leſs confirm the - 
ao. truth in hand, than if he had aſſerted this of individuals, 5 
5; por if the elect themſelves, who thr ongh faith in Chriſt are 


delivered from hell, muſt yet paſs thr gugh corruption to 
glory, much lets are "they who experience no ſuch deliver- 
um | ance by him, exempted f rom that part of the curſe, bedily 
ius "E ah, | A 


fame manner; 
every other parent alſo, muſe be ch arged upon, 
and conſtitute Zülle all their deſcendants; but a 


of mankind ; 
and righteous ſenten 


to them; 
paſſed, and the puniſhment was inflicted, before 

the law was promulged on e 8 or Writ 
ten in tables of Kone, ver. ID; 


kind is held g guilty, 


before i was promulged by Moſes, ſeeing, 
rem Adam to Mefes, winch both demonitrates the Pk 
of che 5 and the imputation of ſin by virtue theregf; 
alice can inflict no penalty. 


1 


but the fins and cranſeretonk of 


procedure of this kind cannot be e with- 


out a train of abſurdities, and croſs inconſiſtencies, 


Therefore the plain, rat onal, and moſt contiitent 


way of accounting jor the 9 uit which the pol ite. 
rity of Adam appears to lie under, is from the 


breach of that covenant, God made with him in 
the garden; and in which he: acted as the head 
the l of which, by a juſt 
left the offcnder himſelf 
guilty, and all he rey encaged for. Hence al! 


the world is brought in guilty before God, by the 


dijobeazence of one man, Kom. v. 18, 19, imputed 
and accordingly the ſentence of death 


— 


*The fo 0e 105 he apoſtle's 8 argument in this paſſage, i Is Sy 


to prove bg the guilt of Adam' s ſin, is imput ed to his po! 


terity; and chat by virtue of that law he tranſgreſſed, man: 
Suppoſing ſome objefing the doctrine. 


he was eſtab lining; zes Sim is a tranſgr eſſion of lome Jaw 


« but as yet there bel no law exiſting, there cowl e no | 
| The apoſtle replies, untill the las. 
that! is, To om the time thar Adam fell, untill Moſes x gave 
forth the law to 1ſrac!, /n was in the world, even trom 
the day that Adam difobeyed ; but Ain 2% not imputed « quhei. 
there is no law ; that is, where. there is no law, there can 


6c tr anſgreſſion.“ 


be no tranſgre Ton but it is evid ent that the LS Sxiſt99, 


death. FC 


tor W here there 3 is Wl oftence, | 
| | * Co) 4 11 


( 32) 


And are we they obtioxjous: creatures, Stet 


tn is 5 in, and brought forth in iniquity, yea, by na- 


ture children of wrath ? Humbling thought! And 
ſhall the ſons of death and hell grow bold and 


inſolent? Boaſt of birth and blood ; talk of bright 


unfullied reaſon, rectitude, and purity ? Pride 


themſelves in the dignity of their make, and from 
the imaginary depths of their own wiſdom, pre- 
ſcribe to omnilcience ? Be humbled O my ſoul, 
and fink into a deep ſenſe of thine own vilenels ; 


vo 


_ confeſs unto God thy native impurity, lament and 
| bewail at the throne of grace thy many, too many 
actual tranſgreſſions, and humbly ſue for IT 
in and through a gracious mediator. _ 
How juſtly doth the Holy Ghoſt prefix to Seng 
haughty creature man, the epithet Vain, da 
Maw would be ies 5 TOR man be born the, a wild 5 
When one hears a per- 


C 2 


Y ou'll Gs 1 it wa 18 the law « fnature written on their 
conſciences, which then exiſted, the violation of which, 
rendered the offenders obnoxious to puniſhment ; but det. 
rig u ed even over them that had not frnned after the flinili- 
tude of Adam's tr anſgre: Jian, that is, they who were never ca- 
pable of committing actual ſin, as Adam did, even new bor 
babes, who therefore could not. tranſgreſb t the law of nature, 
were yet ſubject to death the penalty of fin, and hereby de- 


clared guilty of the violation of that Jaw, elf given to 


Adam their federal head. | 
LS An hutabling deſcription this, of what we are by: na- 


O 


tore, The hebrew word (n nabub) ſignifies hollow, or empty, 
and may be conſidered as OPT to that fullnets ſpoken of. 
by bleſſed Paul, the fullneſs of God ; Adam was filled with. 
glory and happineſs, but by fin Wem an Jchabed, Ver. 
after all, this vain, - this empty creatare, . ould be wiſe, 
eacherh alter forbidden w ildom, treads in the ſteps of his 


diſo- 
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Ta) 


fon in a delirium, talk of thrones and kingdoms, 
&c. while the poor unhappy creature 18 ſhackled 
to the floor, having an oojure dungeon tor his 
imaginary palace, and his throne of ſtate, a +26 
of ſtraw, it is impoſtivle nor to feel ſome ten 


and painful emotions of mind at ivch a 1 55 | 
cle of human wretchedneis; and ſhouid we be 
leſs concerned for, or other wile aftected towards 


7 


thoſe, who while they roles themſelves to be 


| ) ee EE EM ee de. 
Compos mentis; are Fer a5 ter rom juuging of the 


true ſtate of a nas ag the 0 mer; Tor profe ing 
themleiu's to 6 725 Afict reti * re ceive in 
ſtruct. on from . word 05 God, their wiſdom is 


brought to coi {ulton, aud heir u nderſtanding is 
aboliſhed, and brought to nothi ung; 


Ze muſt be born again, laid our Lord to Nico. | 
demus, how can theſe things be, ſaid the jewiſh | 
teacher; diſcovering him! elf heres y, to be wholly =q 


untaught of the ſpirit of God, inveloped in the 
gloom of natural darkneſs, and an utter ſtranger 


10 the things that pertained to his peace. Tad 
he been taught of God, he would have been 
convinced of ſin, and eſpecially the ſin of his 
nature, the guilt and defilement derived from | 
Adam ; and being ſenſible of this, his natural, 
or acquired logic, might have ſolved his doubt in 


reſpcct 0 che necefliry of. TEgeneration, and ſug- 


: ; gelle E 


S 
_— 


diſobedient par ents, and aiming at 9 tree "of 3 Z 
will (if a miracle of grace and mercy prevents it not) lole - 

the tree of life. He is born like a wild aſſes colt, ſtupid as un 
als, ungovernable as a wild aſs; untameable, but by an 
almighty power, unteachable, but by the ſpirit of wiſdom _ 
from above. Luch is the diftreſsful map of ruined nature, 


ſuch 1 is the moving g picture of fallen man. 


( 34 ) 
elle al Gunn r fyllog im f om whence to infer 
For if we are fallen er tures, have loſt the 
Taps of God, and are (it by tin; wwe muſt 
be vorn agar, elt. 2 2 541 ot e Hg man ſhall 
ſee dhe Loid; but the spirit oft tow nas convinced 


me that J im; 10 ach ucaturs; therciore, I muſt be 


born again. Ihe 15 ogum 18 hyp '01herical, if we 


are failen creat Ur, we muſt be boin again; and 
if we mult be born again, we are fallen creatures. 
In the truth of the toirn zer of theſe, is inferred the 
neceſſity of the latter; ; and the neceſſity of tho 


latter evinces the truth of the former. 


Yer will the cleareſt reatonings, and the moſt: 


cogent arguments concerning ſpiritual things, be 
eſteemed obicure, confuſed, and unintelligible 
by the natural man, * who has not à capacity to 


receive the things of the pirit of God, for th i are 


- col ſoneſs unto him, neither can he know t hein, be- 


I cauſe 1 c are eee diſcerned, 1 Cor. ji. 14. 
This 


55 euch FIR anthrep 05, the natural man this hraſe-i 15 
5 P | 


led at by tome, as if it had no place | in the bible, nor 
were any ſuch men in the world as it deſcribes. Others, 


will have the apoſtle to mean no other by the word, than 
one who lives in a courſe of intemperance, and indulges 
the deſires of a fleſhly mind. But as ſcripture belt interprets 
| ſcripture, let the apoſtle Jude be Paul's expoſitor, and he 
will furniſh us with a ſenſe of the phraſe more comprehen- 
five, and much better according with the ſcope of Pauls 
__ reaſoning. (P/euchikoi) ſenſual, that is, as immediately ex- 
pounded by himſelf, zot ha: ing the ſpirit, Jude 19, There- 


lore Paul's meaning appears to be, the natural man, that 


is, he w ho hath wor the ſpirit of God, renewing his ſoul, 


and inftrating him in divine matters, receiveth not the 5 


things of the ſpirit of God, being incapable thereof, by rea- 
ſon of the darkneſs of his vnderltanding, through his a- 
lienation from God. 
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This is the wretched ſtate of poor fallen mortals 
wretched indeed when we are led by the hand of 
the ſpirit, to ſce the myſtery of iniquity within; 
but more wretched twill while the thick darkness 
remains on the mind, and both our ſtate and 
danger are hid from our eyes. May theſe awful 
truths fink deep into the hearts of all whom they 
concern, and {uitably Vabeg the minds of thoſe 
to whom they appertain. 
20th, That the imputation of chat one fin of 

Adam may yet be more fully manifeſted, let us 
attend more particularly to the apoſtolic account 
concerning it. Hy one man fin entered into th wo, 

and death by fin, and jo death paſſed upon all men, 
For that all have ſinned, from which words, we 
may produce the following arguments. 1ſt, From 


the ſcope of the apoſtle, which is to prove the 


doctrine of juſtification, by the imputation of the 
: EE IP IT, of Chriſt, of which he had ipokea {| 
before, chap. iv. 3, &c. and becauſe ſuch pro- 
cceding might feem marvellous and unuſual, that 
one perſon ſhould be juſtified by the righteout fs 
of another, the apoſtle proves the truth of the 
fact by comparing Adam, and Chriſt, from whom 
imputation is made; and from the oppoſite me- 
thod of proceeding, wherein God derives con- | 
demnation upon all, by imputing the fin of oe; | 
that in like manner as guilt, and death thereby, 
is derived from Adam, who was conſtituted the | 
| head and root of mankind by divine appointment; | 
10 Chriſt the ſecond Adam is appointed the head 
of all his people, t that by his obedience. they al 
might be juſtified. 2d, It is ſaid concerning /, 


that by 17 death e, into the world, and paſſe 7 


upon all, which cannot be referred to inberent ſiu, 


3 


8 


ww? 


(636 : 


which itſel F ſuppoſes aFual , but to that actual ſin, 


by which death paſſed 158 Adam, and all his 
ollspring, as appears from ver. 18, where exprels 


mention is made of that one n. zd, That fin 


muſt be underitood concerning which it can truly 


be ſaid, all have ſuned, and by which death en- 


tered into the world; but / entered by that ſin 


- of Adam, and as all are declared ſinners in that 
they it fer che penalty of ſin, and not being in 
24 capacity to {in perſonally, can only become juch 


imputatively; therefore the fin treated of by the 


apoſtle, mu & be the ſin of Adam imputed.“ 
4th, Paui nor only [pears of ſin in general, but 
Or one fin, and of one offence, the guilt of which 


is come upon 4, ver. 17, 18, 19, as by one man's 


_ effence, aeath reignea, as by the {fence of one, judg- 
ent came upon all men to condemnation, and by one 
man's diſobedience many were couftituted fi mners, &c. 
_ Wheretore doth the apoſtle make ſuch frequent 
mention of one man, one Hence, diſobedience of one, _ 
Ke. not fewer than five times in a few verſes, 
but in order to impreſs our m iinds with the truth 
of the doctrine now inſiſted on? For if we are 
guilty not by the imputation of that one lin, 8 
in conſequence of a polluted generation, con- 
demnation could not with pro opriety be faid 20-- 
- have baſt upon us by one cffence, but by many. 
Laſtly, in ver. 14, the apoſtle calls Adam the 
15 Jgure W bio that Was to come, Even Chriſc and con- 


firms 


* epa (hemarton) propriè non n poteſt trahi ad bln 
peccati, vel ad corruptionem habitualem et inherentem, 

led propriè peccatum aliquod actuale notat; idque præteri- 
tum, quod non 885 aliud eſſe, quam iplum Adam Pegs: 
catum. 1 urett. 
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(37) 
firms the truth of the imputation of Adam's ſin 


to his poſterity, by the certainty of a truth then 
received and believed in the churches, viz. the 


imputation of the righteouſnels of Chriſt. of 


which more hereafter. 

21ſt, When Adam is this viewed as con- 
ſidered, as the father of mankind, the prince of his 
people chat ſhould deſcend from him by ordinary 


generation, and the repreſentative of all the 3 ; 


man race in the covenant God was pleaſcd i 


| mercy to make with his people; I fay, when 
viewed in this light, wherein can it be either un- 5 


juſt or cruel, to punifn as well the repreſented, 


as the repreſentative for breach of covenant ; fee- 


both alike were entitled to the prom1! ſed fe- 
leery reſulting from obedience thereto ? We have 


| Inſtances in ſcripture, not a few, where families 
and friends have ſuffered for the faults of others, 


which themſelves in no wiſe abetted or encouraged. 


In the caſe of Achan, Joſ. vii. 24, 25, the poſte- f 

rity of malek, 1 Sam. xv. 2, 3. The ſons of 
Saul, 2 Sam. xxi. 6, &c. &c. Now as all, or 
moſt of theſe examples appear to have the ap- 


probation of heaven, we can in no wife doubt, 


but the penalties were inflicted in juſtice ; ſeeing 
| he who rules over all cannot approve what 1 is not 


5 right. 


one another; the former ought not to be imput- 
ed to their children, and of theſe that law is to 
be underſtood. Deut. Xxxiv. 16, the ſatbers ſbal! 
not be put 10 death for the children, neither Hall 

| the children be put to death for the fathers, every 
man fad be put to death . his own fin ; But the 

8 | | lat- 


3 


22d, Sins merely abe and fins of a com- 
mon and Public nature, are to he diſtinguiſhed from 


( 38) 


latter, of which kind was the fin of Ada, may 
juſtly be impated. The act of one man, cannot 
be ſaid to be an univerſal act, if it is merely per- 


ſonal, of which kind are the fins each of us daily 


commit; but this cannot be ſaid of a common, 
or univerſal act, which pertains to all mankind, 
and of which ſort was Adain's lin in the gar- 
„ 
It is true. Ada was in him. a Unge in- 


| |  dividual perſon ; but not ſo in reſpect to the e- 
pacity he acted in, but as the principium, and head 
of all mankind. Hence Adam's will in the pro- 


priety of this aftion may be ſaid to be ſingular ; 
but by {he right of repreſentation, univerſal An- 
_ gvlar, as done by one individual perſon, zuver- 


al, as all mankind was repreſented by that per- 
fon. So the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the act of 
one, yet nevertheleſs by imputation it becomes the 


Property of all the Eichful; that which one did, 
they are all reckoned to have done, if one di 4d, 


all are dead. 2 Cor. v, 15. Now although Adam _ 
acted as a public perſon in his perfect ſtare, and 


therefore by ſinning, involved his poſterity in the 


common guilt and ruin with himſelf; yet he is not 
to be conlidered as ſuch in the pardon he did, or 
might obtain, this being merely perſonal; as the 


favour and benefit, Was ſuperaatural, and gratui- 
„„ 
It cannot ich due conſideration be PIR 491 


_ the other fins Adam committed might with equal 

right be imputed to his offspring; "ſeeing that in 

| his firſt ſin he acted as our. repreſentative, Dur 
his following fins 158 perſonal and therefore con- 


cerned himſelf only. Adam indeed by that one 


lin, did not ceaſe t co be our hea originally, as We 
— 1 Were 


( 39' ) 


were all to come from him; but to be our 


head repreſentatively he for ever cealed by that 
tranſgreſſion; having violated the covenant God 
had entered into with him as our Head. 
22d, Some in inſiſting on the doctrine of ori- 
ginal ſin, have ſolved it wholly into inherent de- 


Element, denying any thing of imputation; while 


others in oppoiing them, would allow it to con- 
{iſt in nothing elſe but imputed guilt; and here 


in, both have erred, and deviating on each hand, 


from the middle path of truth, have fallen on. 
the oppoſite errors of the e extremes; or rather, 
have treated thoſe cfects ſeparate and apart, which 


connectedly flow from the lame cauſe. 


But others have more judiciouſly treated this 
weighty allair, ſhewing that guilt is neceſſarily de- 
| rived to us from Adam as our federal head, and | 
: defilement, as he was vur natural head. That the 


former, is the meritorious cauſe of the latter, our 
inherent corruption; and chat the latter, is the 
penal effect of the former. That learned and ju- 


dicious divine Beza, has theſe words, There 


« are three things which conſtitute a man guilty 
% before God, 1it, Culba, or blame derived | from 


11 


5 the Proteplaſtus, or firit man, in whom we all. 
„ have ſinned, Rom. v. 12. 2d, Corruption, 


which is the puniſhment of that culpa, im DO! ſed 


c both on Adam, and his poſterity. 3d, The 
„ fins which men commit when adult, or actual 
« tranſgreflions.” Cbamierus has theſe words, 

% we deny that a perten can be deemed unjust, 
by inherent defilement derived from one man; 


e if the unrighteouſneſs of that man be not fit 
Dd imputed to him.” Meſtrezatins ſays, 8 Ac 


rig arcouſnets of God could not! 1 mpute Adam's 


& 65 ; 
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fin to us, if we had not been conſidered as in 
* his loins, and he our head.“ And again, © there 


dam; but the imputation of his diſohedience 


preced- d this corruption; ther efore de Hlement 
ce 


der, flows from this fountain Adam, the com- 
mon parent of mankind, who by kis revellion 
alienated himſelf from God, forſook the foun- 
tain of life and h 5 nels, and rendered him- 
ſelf obnoxious to all miſery ; from whence it 


"> 


the womb of his mother, is under the wrath, 
and curſe of God, not only for another's crime, 
ee but alſo by reafon of his inward defilement.” 


And again, the ſame writer, © for the offence of 


* one man, all are el worthy of death, 


e gue ſinned. Gl are held obnoxious to ſuffer.“ 
I might adduce almoſt numberleſs authorities 

of the above kind, men, whom learning and piety 
5 have rendered amiable and uſeful, in the leveral 


ages and places, where the church of Chriſt has 


been bleſt with their labours; but theſèe for the 
preſent ſhall ſuffice, whoſe names, and ſentiments 
I have briefly inferted, in order to ſhew that the 
daoctrine here inſiſted on, is fo far from being un- 
ſtart, and novel, that it has been received | In the 


Fusch as a-icri pture doctrine, ever ſince the re- 


formation, and as the ſuffrage of men of no mean 
#4 Character | to up dort it. 2 have been the more 


lar ge : 


is certainly corruption derived to us from A- 
CE 4 


58 18 N to us by generation, becauſe we 
had finned in him as our head and repreſenta- 
tive. Alſo that learned divine Fobn Calvin, de- 
livers his judo ment in this affair in words like theſe, 


All the corruption and vitiofity we labour un- 
£6 


comes to pals, that ef man born into the 
world is infected with original fin, and from 


= 
S 


[= T ) 


large and particular on this arſt imputation, he 


cauſe it almoſt undeniably infers the third; for, 
it the imputation of Adam's fin to his poſterity 
be proved, the imputation of Chriſt's rightcoul- 
nels to believers can ſcarcely be diſproved. — 
24th, And now reader left thou and I ſhould 
read and write to no profit, let us recapitulate 
the precceding things; let us take the jubſtance 
of what has been ſaid, and try to make it uſeful, 


Tf thou art perſuaded of the truth of this doctrine, 
thou mult needs confider thyſelf as a miracle of 


mercy; what, guilty, and defiled, yet not in hell ? 


is wonder all. Perhaps thou art yet an unbe- 
e in an unregenerate ſtate, in the ſame con- 


dition in which thou wert born; and if this is in- 
dd ray Cale, it is molt wretched and deplorable, 
there is but one ſtep betwixt thy ſoul, and eternal 


death. Thy deflement and pollution, O my fel- 


low aer, unfits thee for heaven, for no unclean 
thing can enter there, Rev. xxi. 27. and thy guilt, 


the Zullt derived from Adam, together with the 


ailr of thy manifold actual tranſgreſſions, have 


juitly rendered thee obnhoxious to the wrathful in- 
dignation of thy offended maker; who though Þ} 
he fuffer long, yer will one day whet his ſword, |} 
mw take vengeance on all the ſons of diſobedience. 
ud I exhort thee, think, dear reader think, how |} 
a 3 that day muſt be, when God will rain ſnares, | 
fire and 071mſtone, form, and tempeſt, upon all un- 
godly and impenitent finners, and the cup of his 
|  Hierce wrath ſhall be their deadly portion to drink } 
for ever and ever. Is it poſſible, O my brother 


-m tranſgreſſion, and guiltineſs, that any of the 


gilded toys of time ſhould divert our minds from 


attending to this our miſerable condition by na 


ture 1 


(49 


ture > If fo, it is an additional proof of the hard- 


neſs of our hearts, the blindneſs of our minds, 
and the truly wretched ſtate that ſin has brought 


our ſouls into, which becomes the more depiora- 
ble, by how much the more we are inſenſible of 
it, and unconcerned about it. _ 

Hut that I may not cloſe this chapter, without 
opening ſome avenue, by which the rays of goſ- 
pel light may ſhine upon the reader; let me in- 


form thee O my friend, whoever thou art that 


readeſt, and conceiveſt of thyſelf as a fallen ſin- 


ner, there is opened in this valley of Achor a com- 


fortable door of hope. Are we ſinners? We can- 


not deny the charge, if we ſhould dare to do it, we 


deceive ourſelves, and the tinth is not in us, 1 John 
1. 18. bleſſed be God, there is a ſaviour, 7% s 
_ Chrift the righteous, who 1s faith the beloved diſ- 
ciple, be propitiation for our fins, and not for ours © 
only who are jews by birth, and have believed in 
Chriſt, but for the fins of the whole worid, 18 
gentiles alſo to the ends of the earth, chap. ii. 2. 
| Did condemnation and death, come by the rl 
Adam? Fuſiijication and life are by the ſecond 
Adam. Does the guilt of the former imputed, 


conſtitute us heirs of wrath? The obedience and 


| righteouſneſs of the latter impured, conſtitutes 
us heirs of grace and favour. If the image of 
God was loſt to us in Adam, by fin and diſobe- | 
dience; we are reſtored in Chriſt, and renewed. 
by his ſpirit after the image of him that created us. 
In a word, our condition is deplorable, but not 
deſperate ; ; we are fallen, but help is laid on one 
mighty, and thoſe comfortable words, may at all 
times chear the drooping mind, of the conſcious, 
and coming ſinner; whoſoever comes 70 1 I 2vill - 
ix no wiſe 600 out, „John v. 7 CHAP. 
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74 RE AT we in this chapter of the ſecond 


imputation, mentioned, chap 1. ſect. 3. 
which reſpects Chriſt as the ſinner's ſurety, bear- 


ing their ſins on his own body on the tree, and ſuf- 


fering | in their ſtead, the dem erit of their offences. 
In the preceding chapter, we have inveſtigated the 


ſource of human ſorrow, and ſuffering; not al- 


ſigning the cauſe to the opening of the feigned 


| Pand: ra's box; but to the fin and difobe: Hence of 


Adam 1n paradiſe; ; who truly had received gifts not 


from many gods, but from the one Alabim, Gd 
in covenant; pan- Jorg, all neceſſary gifts, power and 
abilities to conſtitute him happy, with all that 
11101 yo come from him, had they been rightly im- 
Proved. And now having diſcovered and laid 
open the can ſe, Our work in this chapter will be 
to point out the cure prepared, and preached to 

us ſinners in the bleſſed goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
"Lt it. But, who hato He. ter ed ihe report, and to |} 
| why m is the arm of the Lord revealed? II. lil. 1. | 


Perſons labouring under ſome di ſeaſe Of body 


are for the moſt part caſily prevailed on (and t cha: 


ſometimes to a fault) to make uſe of any probab 


neans for their recovery, and reſtoration, though” 


preſcribed by mere moupteba anks, Or empiric cks; 


hence the woman me! 1ioned in the goipel, Who. 

had an iſſue of blood, applied to many phyſicians, 
and pent her ſubſl ance in Procuring medicines? 28 
in 


— 


— 
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q ineffectual, as expenſive. And whence comes iT 
to paſs that people who profels to believe that 


their bodies are but a very inferior part of them- 


ſelves, no other than tabernacles, * ſet up for the 
ſoul, che nobler part to reſide in, for a little ſeaſon, 
and then to be reduced to their” original duſt ; 


are notwithſtanding fo anxiouſly careful to pre- 


ſerve the one, yer To extrer 1ely careleſs and neg- 


ligent of the other? Is it becauſe the preſent Hife 


- 10 much to be deſired that in order to preſerve 
it, we ſhould hazard the loſs of that to come? 


Surely no, for all men as it were with one voice, 


complain ot the emptineſs and vanity of the pre- 

lent life; and though not with their lips, declare 

in their lives, a di ſatisfaction in all the prejent 
world can boat; and ſignity by their varied, but 
inceſſant purſuit after happinels, that they deſire” 
ſome diſtant good, they cannot attain unto, as 
expreſſed in the words of the royal piaimiſt, Who 
L will ſhew us any good 2 Pf. iv. 6. Nor is it, eit ther 
bcecauſe the ſoul is not more worthy of attention 


than the body, or ſo incap: able of 1 diſordered, 


or diſeaſed, that no means, or medicines are ne- 
ceſſary to its Preſervation, and welfare; . Hut in 


0 Tabirnarle; fo called] by the 2 apoltle Paul, 2Cor. v 1. 


where we are taught that our bodies are as tabernacles in 


which our ſouls muſt dwell, for an appointed HG, and 


then remove from this their earthly houſe. Our bodies are | 
fitly compared to tabernacles, 1ſt, By reaſon of their frail 
conſtruction. 2d, Their ſhort and temporar y exiſtenee. 
The a fa a n of this chereſore, wh ile it ſerves to hum 
ble our pride, and beget in us tuitab! le conceptions of our fra- 
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fact, ANI Preben things ſtrike fo forcibly e on the 


ern ſenſes, though altogether, vain, and tran- 
ſitory, that we can ſcarce ati end to any thing elſe. 
In the mean time the diſcaſe of the ſoul ſtreng- 


thens, and runs fo high, that (like perſons under 
the power of ſome malignant tever,) we imagine 


ourlelves well, neglect and refuſe the ſalutary 


draught prepared, inſenſibly ficken, and languiſh 


in the very arms of a death moſt to be dreaded. 


How neceſſary is it then for the miniſters of | 


: the golpel, and the ambaſladors of Chriſt to la- 


bour in this point, to convince men of their fal- 


len condition, to recover them from their death- 


ful delirium, and powerfully perſuade them, evinc- 
ing the truth of their arguments from God's moſt 
holy word, that Hey ave conceived in fin, and brought 
forth in iniquity, and that by nature they are children 
, wrath: for until fome conviction of this be {| 
 wroucht in their hearts, Chriſt will be eſteemed ” 


CI 


by them as a phyſician of no value, his blood and 
_ righteouſneſs will be flighted and diſregarded, aS 
things inſignificant in "themſelves, or what are 


foreign to men, and from which they neither can, 
nor have need to receive any benefit, The whole, 
faith Chriſt, © need not a phyſician, bur they tha 


are fick,” Matt. ix. 12. All indeed are Me : 


ed with a deadly diſeaſe, and therefore all need a 


: phyſician and Saviour, but few are ſenſible of their 
dangerous condition; hence it is, that when we 
ſpeak of Chriſt crucibed; ard ſalvation by the 
croſs, we are fo little underſtood, and our dofrine ; 
for the moſt part, is treated with contempt. For 


the cord, or preaching, of or concerning che crojs, 


which hols forth, Ls Chr: i, Eruciied, as the I 
vation 


S „ 
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vation, is to them that periſh feolifins\ to the j jews; 
the unhumbled ſelf-juſtifying profeſſors, a ſtum- 

bling block, and to the heats the wiſe and pretend» 
1 knowing ones of the world, fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 
1:18, 23. Vet it has pleaſed God in every age by 
: this fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave as many as be- 
believe, and to theſe, the goſpel is manifeſtly he 
Power of God, and to as many as are called, both 

jews and greeks, Chriſt and the goſpel method of 


falvation by him, 1 to be che Power of Cod, 


15 and the wiſdom of God. 


2d, Any ſuppoſed plan of Rieden which would 
105 infringe the juſtice of God, cannot be admitted in 
_ conſiſtency with our natural notions of him, much 
leſs with what we learn from r-velation, Herein 
it is declared, that he 7s juft and rightrous, Deut. 
xxxii. 4. that he is a juſt God, and a Saviour, If. 

lv. 21. and that whe clouds and thick darkneſs 5 
are round about him, yet vig bie "neſs, and true 
Juag ment are the habitation of his th; one, Pl. xcvii. 
2, 89, 14. Yet, infinite wiſdom has found out a way 

to preſerve, inviolate the 5 of juſtice, yet 
juſtify the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. This is that wiſ- 
dom of God, which ſo 0 outſhines, and con- 
founds the wiſdom of the world, that the 2/75 

of God is conceived of by them as a lye, and the 
wiſdom of God, as matter of fooliſhneſs. All this 
was foretold, for, faith the oracle of God, I will 
deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and bring 70 nothing 75 
' the underſtanding of the prudent, If. xxix. 14, 15 
It is from revelation alſo, that we learn our wretch _ 
5 ed ſtate by nature ; ; 85 and the fountain _ 7 


— 


* 1 am * from thiaking that the bare reading of the 
| cry. | 


647). 

ſin, and iniquity, is herein laid open and diſcloſ- 
ed; and what ſhould ſtill engage our attention to 
this bleed book the more, is, we learn from 
thence our cure. The ſcriptures proclaim a full, 
and free ſalvation for poor ruined ſinners; pro- 
cured, by means the moſt marvellous, and aſto- 

niſhing, and infured to all the /eed, by the vera- 
city and faithtulnels of Fehovah himſelf. The 
meaſure, or quality of this love exhibited in the 


85 redemption of fallen ſinners, what tongue can 


expreſs, what heart conceive ? Was his recovery 
hard, and difficult? Means the moſt marvellous 
and aſtoniſhing muſt accompliſh the arduous taſk. 
Was man become weak and helpleſs by his fall ? 
Help muſt_be laid upon one that is mighty, PC. 
 I«xx1ix. 19. and to redeem from death, a ruined 
race, the joy of angels, the delight of earth and 
heaven, muſt become man, and die. 
3d, The imputation of our ſins to Chriſt, as 


a ene truch, depends upon the truth and cer- | 
tainty of the three following things, iſt, Thar ſuf- 


ferings and death are the penal effects of ſin. 2d, | 

That Chriſt did actually ſuffer and die. 3d, That 7 
he himſelf was free from all fin, for which puniſh- 
- ment might A be inflicted.” The firſt of theſe _ 
15 | 7% have | 


r 


. 


* 


Nyipterer, no nor the ly audions ap tenen to thoſe A. 
cred pages, without the irradiating influences of the ſpirit 
of God, can ever thoroughly inſtruct a perſon in the know- 
ledge of himſelf, &c. But at the fame time, I look upon 

the holy ſcriptures to be not only the ordinary, but moſt 

effectual means of leading into this knowledge; and there- 
fore would exhort to the reading of them with prayer and 
ſupplication, in order thereby, thro' the divine blefling, to | 

n be made wiſe unto ſalvation. | | 


( 48 ) 


I have ſpoken pretty largely to, in my former 


ſermon on original fin; alſo in the preceding 
chapter we have neceſſarily been led all along to 
have recourſe to this, ſo that what has been ad- 


vanced relative chereto, (it is preſumed) renders 


it unneceſſary to reſume the ſubject, or add any 


1 5 thing more to confirm it. And here I ſhould im- 


medlately have diſmiſſed this point, had not So- 
cinus himſelf made an unexpected entry into my 


chamber, and inſiſted on bodily death being a 
conſequence of nature, and not a puniſhment ; in⸗ 
flicted for, or becauſe of fin; his own words are, 
mors naturalis quatenus natu-alis eft, et omnibus 
communis; non eſt peccoti ſtipendium, ſed nature 
noſtiæ, quam ipſemet Adamus in tpſa creatione ac- 


cepil, pi opria ſeguela, lib. 3d, de je: va cap. 8th, 


id eſt, ſeeing death is common 19 all, it muſt there-. 
fore be a debt of nature, not a conſequence of Jin; - + 
Kc. But Paul's. H mation is of greater weight 
with me than Socinus“ negation, the wazes of fin 

1 death, Rom. vi. 23, and by fin came death, „ 
12. 1 * conclude, with the ſuffrage of 
. inſpired writers, that ſufferings and death, 7 


are the penal effects of fin. 


2d, That Chriſt did actually ſuffer, and that 
even unto death, is a truth, I ſuppoſe I may in 
this place take for granted, fince to deny it would 
Y be to diſcredit, and diſregard the holy ſcriptures. 
Therefore the premiſes granted, that ſuffering is 
the effect of ſin, the conſequence cannot be de- 
niled, that as Chriſt ſuffered even unto death, he 
= muſt be ſome way chargeable with fin, the caule 
of that ſuffering, 3d, That Chriſt himſelf was 5 
free from all ſin, for which, puniſhment might 


juſtly be inflicted, cannot but be granted, yea 


ought | 


(490% 


ought to be contended for, by all who allow the 
the truth, and ſufficiency of his ſatisfaction; nor 
can the adverſaries of this doctrine, (credit being 
given to the inſpired writings, ) with a good coun- : 
tenance, affirm the contrary. 
aAth, The prophets and apoſtles all with one 
voice, being all inſtructed by one ſpirit, affirm, 
that Chriſt Jeſus was pure from all fin ; unble. 
miſhed in his nature, and unblameable i in his life, 
ſpotleſs within, and guiltleſs without. He that 


was born of Mary, called the ſon of God, 1 
holy thing, Luke i. 35, and ſuch an high-prieſt 4 
became us, who is hoy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- 
rate from finners, Heb. vu. 26, neither was guile 


found in his mouth, 1 Pet. ii 22, he had done no 

violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth, If, 
Jin. 9. And again, in him there was no fin, 1 John 

ili. 5, Now it is not eaſy to conceive, how Chriſt, 


Who was thus holy in nature, and guiltleſs in life 1 | 
thould (conſiſtent with Juſtice) become liable to 
ſuffer, and that in ſuch degree, that no ſorrow 


was like to his ſorrow, if theſe ſufferings were not 
the effect of ſin. And it is no leſs eaſy to con- 
ceive how a perſon declared (by truth itſelf,) to 


be thus holy in heart and life, ſhould become ; 
chargeable with fin, if it was not the fin of ano ⁵ 


ther. And how he could become chargeable with I 


other's fins, but as they are reckoned, accounted, 


or imputed to him, 1 confeſs I have not pene- 33 4 


tration enough to diſ cover.. 
Sin and death are inſeparably cute ed [pardon- 


ing mercy not interveneing,) the former neceſſarily 
gives being to the latter, and the latter infallibly 


degnotes, and indicates the pre-exiſtence of the 


Former; but Jeſus Chriſt became — to the 
I — 5 latter c 


s 


utter, and was obedient to death, even the death 4 
the croſs, Phillip 11. 8. therefore was Jeſus Chriſt 


ſome way chargeable with the former, viz. fin. 
He that is every way free from in and guilt him- 


ſelf, yet juſtly ſuffers for /in, and guilt , muſt ſuf. 
fer for the n and guilt of another; but Jeſus 
Chriſt was thus free from fin and guilt, vid. ſupr. 

therefore he muſt have ſuffered for the fn and guilt 
of another. Again, he who in ſuch manner, "and 
for ſuch ends and purpoſes ſuffers for another, that 


for the ſake of ſuch ſufferings, and for the ſole 


meritorious cauſe of which, that ether is releaied, 

and exempted from ſuffering, mult be looked up- 
on and conſidered as the ſubſtitute of ſuch ex- 
empted perſon, and his ſufferings as vicarious; but 


Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered in ſuch manner, and for ſuch 


ends and purpoſes as theſe, If. liii. 5. John iii. 
106. 1. Pet. 3. 18. and his ſufferings are 1 2 ſole me- 
nitorious cauſe of the believer's exemption from ſuf: 
feering. Job. xxxiii. 24. Rom. iii. 24. Eph. i. 7. 
” x 5. Jeſus Chriſt is to be conſidered as 1 * be- 
lieving ſinner's ſubſtitute, and his ſufferings as vi- 
carious. Once more, he who by any means becomes 
an actual and real ſubſtitute for another, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be reſponſible for whatever his principal 
| ſtands juſtly chargeable withal ; yet it will by no 
means follow, that ſuch acts, or deeds as the prin- 
cipal is juſtly charged with, become the proper 
and formal atts, or deeds of his ſubſtitute; although 1 
as ſuch, he is become reſponſible for them; but 
as it is impoſſible they ſhould become his properly ; 
and formally, they muſt become his imputatively; 
there being no other way in which we can ſtand 
3 chargeable with guilt, but either as the crime is 


D 3 33 


1 
our own perſonal act, or as for ſome reaſons and 
cauſes, it is imputed, or placed to our account. 
5th, No ſooner had /n and its attendant death, 


_ 

_ 

made a dreadful entry into the world; but the in- | 

| tended overthrow, and total deſtruction of this = 

fell pair, together with their murderous author the _ 

devil, was ex exhibited to the mortal parents of our | 

race, now guilty at their maker's bar, in theſe 5 

words he * jba! bruiſe thy Fead, which bruiſing and 3 

_ overthrow, "agreeable to the apolile Jobn, conſiſts EC 

in deſtroying the works of the devil, 1 John i 1 8, 
compared with Hoſea xiii. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26, 
&e. and Chriſt being thus preached in the firſt 

oofpel-promite, and prediction, was ever after to : 

be regarded as the Saviour of the world, and as £ 

= Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 10 8 

Chriſt was holden forth, from the time the pro- 92 

miſe was thus made, in a twofold manner, iſt, In 5 1 

this word of God, which though not yet commit- "+ 

ted to writing, was no doubt remembered by 3 

Adam, and rehearſed in the ears of his ſons, and b 

ſon's ſons, until Moſes, directed by the Holy- 9 

Ghoſt, recorded the promiſe itſelf in totidem verbis, 5 

in that book which preſerved by the ſpecial care c 

of heaven, ſhall hold forth the Lord Chriſt until 3 

he come to judge the quick and dead. 2d, In tge 5 

ſacrifices offered from Adam through all ſucceſſive 1 {+ 

ages, until Chriſt the end of thoſe lacrifices wWas 3 

manifeſted | in the fen N 

It. no Wy, probenle ſuch ſacrifices were inſti⸗ np fe 

e ate wy 4 3 


* Ve, fo the 8 hebrew 1 in 5 m 
gender (hu) moſt probably referring to Chriſt, the woman's 
jeed here intended; and perhaps wich an eye to this; the 
1sx reads ( autos ) not it, but be, 


„ 
tuted immediately“ after the promiſe was made; 
in order that the minds of Adam and his fallen 


ſons might be the more deeply impreſſed with a 


ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure againſt fin, his ju/- 
tice in puniſhing it, and the abſolute need 5 2 


Saviour, who as a fab! ſtitute, and ſurety, ſhould 
by a vicirious undertaking expiate, and atone it. 


It is ſaid of Abel, whoſe o offe ging was s acceptable, 
that he offered 77 faith, Heb. xi. 4. that is, he 


had 2 Hs unto the blood of Chi when 1 = 


—— e 2 


5 * And in þ roco, fr 4 FR Cain and Abe 1 hrs ought each an 
offering, Cc On which Mr. Henry ſays, Cain's was an 
| acknowledgment made to God, but Abel 8 had * un- 


5 to the atonemen'. | 
Piſcator on the paſſa ge ſpeaks has; ſacrifices were appoint- 
ed by God from the begin ning of the world, as is manifeſt 


in the example of Cain and N for if ſacrifices had not 

been commanded by God, that of Abel's could not have. 
been pleaſing to him, ſeeing will-avgr /hip cannot be accept- : 
able to God, Moreover, it is expreſly ailirmed, Heb. 1 1 
that bel offered in faith. and therefore was certainly per- 


ſuaded, that he ſhould pleaſe God, who had appointed ſa- 


crifices to be offered. And although theſe facritices may 
appear to have been euchariſtical, chat! is, as expreſſions of 
gratitude for the manifold favours received from the bene- 
ficent hands of God, At the fame time it is probable expia- | 
_ tory ſacritices were then appointed to be offered; that is, 
as types and ſacraments of the expiatory ſacrifice to be made 
by the offering of the body of Chriſt, For ſeeing God be- 


fore the fail had added to the promiſe of eternal life, the 
ſacrament of the free of life ; it is probable after the fall, 


that ſymbol, being removed, and anew promiſe given con- 


5 cerning the woman's ſeed, ſome ſuitable ſign ſhould be 


ven as the ſeal thereof. Now ſuch were all the legal . 
_ erifices intended as expiatory, and by which God gave teſti. _ 
mony that Chriſt ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, make atonement for the ſins of che 
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ing out the blood of his ſlain victim; and the 
apoſtic more than inſinuates that this gave worth 
and acceptance to his ſacrifice, for in this, it was 
more acceptable than Cain s. 

Now it is but natural to ſuppoſe that Abel, and 
every other believing offerer, had ſome ſuch con- 
ceptions, and believing views as theſe, when pre- 


ſenting the harmlets victim at the bloody altar, and 
while the flaugh:crd beaſt emitted with its reeking 


gore, its painful life. This unblemiſhed crea- 


5 6c death the due demerit of my aggravated 
ce 
6 


ful creature, and have conſumed me in a 
cc 


Wn” + 
Cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


N 
ec 
« 
« 
ed, agonizing in the arms of death, breathleſs 
„„ 
cc 


Kc. 


ture, fauicleſs, as ſpotleſs, falls for me, and dies a 


crimes ; thus in ſtrict juſtice might the venge- 
* 7ul ſword, have plunged its indignant point in 
my very foul ; thus might the wrath of an of- 
tended God Fare broken forth upon me a ſin- 


moment; this, and more is my deſert. But 
O the ſtupendous goodneſs of God, by whoſe 
** gracious appointment, this inoffenſive animal 


is offered, and accepted for me, and in this 
„ ſhadowy manner bears my ſins and ſuffers in 
« my ſtead. I know there is no virtue in the |} 
e blood of theſe ſlain beaſts to take away my fin, 
© but I believe what God has ſaid, ſhall ſurely 
come to paſs, a ſeed ſhall riſe victorious over 
Hall his foes, and being bruiſed, ſhall bruiſe the 
< ſerpent's head, ſhall empty all his veins, and 
dying bleed the balm ſhall expiate my fin, and 
heal my wounded foul. I ſee him here prefigur- 


and pale he dies, he ſuffers, in my ftead, a 


ſinful, and obnoxious creature, HE, a ſpot- 5 
leſs victim ne! in this unblemiſhed Lamb.” 80 


- : tz, 5 


347 
Gch, It was ſcarce poſſible for the jews to have 
any other conceptions of the pardon of fin, and 
the removal of guilt, than by an imputative trans- 
fer of that ſin and guilt to another, ſeeing every 


poiacular victim would neceſſarily ſerve to beget, 
= and confirm in them this notion. When an 


Iſraelite brought his burnt offering to the door of 


the tabernacle of the congregation, Levit. i. 
1 we muſt lay his hand upon the head of his offer- 


; ſignifying thereby (lay ſome). that he was 
fully willing, and difpoled to give up all his claim 
and title in the beaſt, and to devote it wholly to 
the ſervice of God. This perhaps might be in- 


tended ; but that nothing more was intended 


thereby | is not at all probable. For 1ſt, The law | 


was a ſhadow of good things to come, Heb. x. 1. 


: and the whole ceremonial diſpenſation was typical = 
and figurative of Chriſt, and his benefits; ſo much 
the apoſtle teaches when he ſays, the lat was a 


| ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt, Gal. iii. 25. and, 


Chriſt is the end of the law, Rom. x. 4. the body, - 
Coloſſ. ui. 17. of which all thoſe temporary rites 


were the ſhadow.* 


And indeed, as Chriſt | is the fundation of ihe | 


covenant of grace, ſo he is alſo the baſis of ail the 


fer prure, and rhe centre to | which all the lines of 


1 Sve. 


— — Deus veteres a ad fidem venturi. 22 Fa erigers 
bvoluit, et ſermonibus et actionibus loquendo. Non tantum 
promiſſiones ejus et oracula varia tradendo, quæ rei certitu- 


dinem probarent ; ſed et typos et figuras complures oculis 
erxhibendo, quæ modum et circumſtantias varias tam admi- 

JI rabilis myſterii efficacius repreſentarent ; ut ita umbris iſtis 
Y <t picturis populus rudis adhuc et minorennis veluti elemen- 


tis quibuſdam deduceretur ad bonorum cæleſtium per Cure. 
tum, eee been eden Auguſtin. 
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_ovelation flow, the types, and figures, as well as the 


promiſes, &c. 2d, All thoſe ſacrifices, &c. which 
ſhould be abrogated - by Chriſt, were certainly 
types of Chriſt ; but ſuch were thoſe inſtituted by 
| Moles, and offered by the jews under that coecono- 


my, as the apoſtle to the Heb. confirms by vari- 
ous arguments; therefore legal ſacrifices, &c. were 
types of Chriſt, 3d, The jews were daily taught 
to conceive of God, as a holy, ſin-hating, and I 


ſin-puniſhing God, from the precepts of the moral 


law, and his manifold denunciations of wrath a- 
gainſt ſinners; and they were alſo taught to con- 
ceive of him, as a God with whom there was 

mercy, and who would not Keep anger for ever, | 
againſt thoſe who ſought him. "This i they learned 
85 partly from the declarations made of himſelf, and 
partly from the ſacrifices appointed to be offered, 

daily and yearly, by which he might be placared 4 

and be propitious to ſuch as had offended. ol 

On the great day of atonement, or in the an- 
aval feaſt of expiation, Levit. xvi. 21. Aaron mult 
lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, 
and confeſs over bim all the iniquities of the children 

of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions, in all their {| 

fins, putling them upon the head of the goat, which 

ſhould be ſent away by the hand of a fit man into the 
 wwilderneſs, How could the beholders of this ſo- 
lemn act conceive of any other than a typical trans- 
fer of their ſins and iniquities upon the ſcape- 

” goat, » which was in reality no other than a ty 6 1 


8 — 


* This faves -goat, was hs the 13 . 8 con- 
cerning the meaning of which there have been various 0- 
Pinions. dome 8 it was to called from a mountain in 
e . : : "$80 


* 
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of Chriſt. Beſides, this appears to be the very 


thing they were intended to be taught; for it is 


added, and the ſcape guat ſpall bear upon him ail 


their iniquities, to a land nit inhabited, It is cer- 


tain, the goat could not be conceived to bear their 
"Gaz" &c. in this typical fert, but by impucation 
nor can the bearing of our fins, &c. be otherwiſe 
conceived of in the an7zzype. It is further mani- 
feſt that the ſins of the people were ſuppoled to 
be laid on the gy97, and that he carried them away, 
| ſeeing the goat was atterwa:ds eſteemed to be un- 
clean, by reaſon of the fins laid upon him, fo that 
if any man touched him he was polluted thereby, 5 
and muſt waſh his cloths, &c. , bis fleſh in 
water, and aſte ward come into the camp, Levit. 
Wo 26. Now what Aaron was appointed o do 
| annually ! in the face of the whole Congregation, 
this did every one that offered privately at the 
| door of the tabernacle, as to the ſubſtance of 1 N 
laying on his hands, conſcſſing his fins, and put- 
ting them on the head of the. victim; or rather, 
by an act of faith, on him, the victim repreſent- 
Dt; Thus our great facrifice and Saviour, che 
woman's ſeed was | daily” ſhadowed forth, and the 


p70: 


— 88 . 9 


the gert 1 che a was s let loos; ; . has with | 
greater probability of truth, that the goat obtained this 
name, ſolely from this ceremony, and make azazel, to be 
a word compounded of (e) a goat, and TOY to # Jeng. 
aeg. Piſcat; fo Kimchi! : 
The LXX call the goat, { Apoptiapaiin } i. e. one that 35 

drives, or carries away evil; ſuppoſing by this name, that 
the goat was not only ſent away, but carried with him the 


fins, the mala populorum and therefore fitly repreſented 


_ Chriſt, our (apopompains) who 12 h our r takes 


297 our ei 5 
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27 9 Srſt made concerning the Meſſiah, EY 2 


be repeated every day; each morning, and each 
evening, an unblemiſhed lamb muſt ſpeak of Jeſus 
in a dying groan; and though in inarticulate, yet 


expreſſive accents, publiſh the neceſſi ty, and Virtue 1 


5 of his efficacious blood. 


7th, The prophets and apoſtles caught, and 
influenced by one and the ſame ſpirit, ſpeak the 


fame things of the Meſſiah in reſpect to the great | 
end, and gracious defign of his coming into the 


wad; and what thoſe foretold concerning him, 


_ theſe. teſtify to have been fulfilled in him. "He 


_ ſhall, ſays the holy prophet Daniel, finiſh tranſreſſ ion, 
and bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs; and the 


Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, chap. ix. 24, 26. The 
. Prophet Iſaiah ſays, /urely be hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our forrows ;, yea be was wounded for | 
our tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for our iniquities, | 
the chaſtiſement of aur peace was upon him, and 
wieuQtb his ſtripes we are healed, chap. . Ml we-- | 
lite ſheep have gone aſtray, with one accord, and 
In imitation of our ftraying diſobedient parents, | 

have turned from the ways of God, ſtupidly, and 


| 2 e as ſheep we have wandered from the 


old; we have turned every one to his own way; 
a way not of God's chuſing, but our own, a way 


ſuited to each one's particular taſte and temper ; 


à way ſeemingly right in each one's private, but ; I 


| miſtaken opinion, for the end thereof is death: 


And t the Lord hath laid * on him the h 5 5 


E Laid on how he ke FEI # biph 6155 7 benifies 


to ruſh with violence and impetuoſity, as a lion, or ſome de- 


8 We beaſt, is wont to ruth with eagerneſs on its Prey. 


Domi a 
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as all; exacting the utmoſt farthing of the debt 
he had engaged for; and inflicting al the puniſh- 
ment our iniquities had deſerved. 


Thus was the Meſſiah, already in the purpoſe 5 
of God, and purſuant to the redemption covenant, 


„ cut off out of the land of the living; for the 
tranſgreſſion of my people was he ſtricken,” | 


ver. 8, © he had done no violence, neither was 


« geceit in his mouth,” ver 9. Why then 


did he ſuffer ? “ That he might juſtify many,” 


How ſhall this be done? © he ſhall bear their 
L jniquities,” ver. 11. Theſe and the like thin 


were foretold concerning the Lord Chriſt, yet ſo 


certain was the event, that the prophet Traiab | in 


this evangelical chapter, frequently ſpeaks of fu- 
ture things in a paſt tenſe, Afterwards the apoſ- 


: tles of our Lord whom he had choſen for this 


Poe 


— 


Dominus fecit in eum, agmine facto incurrere noſtra pec- 
cata, ſicut aquæ torrentis in 1 foveam quandam deducuntury 


Gerh. in loc. i. e. 
bv water. Fallin 3 ſome mighty ſleep, 
With violence ling 4 into the neighb'ring deep: 
So did the Lord appoint to meet in him, 


The fins and guilt of thoſe he ſhould redeem, _ 


'T he ſame word is uſed alſo with reference to a man, who 
with heat and fury falls upon his enemy to flay him; ſo it = 
is uſed, Judg. viii. 20, where Gideon is {aid to have fallen 
upon Zeba and Zalmuna, Likewiſe 1 Sam. xxii. 18, where 
Doeg is commanded to fall upon the prieſts of the Lord, 
This word therefore, ſtrongly expreſſes the malignity of fin, 
which like a roaring lion ruſhed on it's prey, the meek and 
innocent lamb of God. 2d, The enflexibility of fern juſs 
tice, which ſhewed no compaſſion to the co-equal, and only 
| begotten ſon of God, when he flood in the place, and ſuf- 
fered in the ſtead of poor ſinners. 3d, The moſt excruci- 
ating pain the Lord Jeſus felt, when he was thus bruied, 


BY and his foul v Was made an * ing for lin. 
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purpoſe, gave public teſtimony to all, and in e- 


very place, of the certain fulflliment of the things 


ſpoken concerning him by the prophets. No 
2 had the apoſtles received the promiſe of 
the father, which they had been taught to wait 


for in Feru/alem, but under the extraordinary i in- 
fluence of the ſpirit, they began to teach and 


preach Chriſt, both to eu and geutile, teſtifying 


both to ſmall and great, that he was the Meſſiab, 


the only and all- ſufficient Saviour of poor ſinners, 


„ Repent and be baptized i in the name of Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” Acts ii. 37, for © to him give all 


the prophets witneſs, that whoſoever believeth 


& On him ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins. Acts 


x. 43. Wonderous grace! Surprizing mercy |! 


But how can this comport with juſtice? The moſt | 
2 intimates the ſame apoſtle, for © Chriſt 
e hath once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the un- | 
i « juſt, that he might bring us to God,” 1 Pet, |} 
ini. 18. And the Gas. we i} del chargeable with, 1 
and obnoxious for, have been placed to his 5 | 
count, and * he hath born them,” as our ſub- | 
ſtitute, in his own. body « on the tree,” chap. ” 


| li. 24. 


When Saul was « cache under the teachings of --1 
the ſame ſpirit, and began to fit ar the feet of Feſus, | 
as he formerly had done at Camaliel's, he alſo be- 
gan to publiſh the ſame things concerning Chriſt, 
proving and alledging from. the writings of the 


_ prophets and the law of Moſes, * that Chriſt mu# 
needs have ſuffcred, and riſen again from the dead ; 


and that this Feſus obom [preach is Chriſt. Acts xvil. 
2. 3, giving all the aſſurances of {alvation to ſin- 


ners through faith in his name, © be it known, 


 fays he, men and brethren, that N this 
e | | os 1 8 f . man 


{ 60 ) 


man 1s Peder unto you the forgiveneſs of ſins.” 
ch. xiii. 38, he hath delivered us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us, * Gal. iii. 13, 
all that believe in him, are juſtified from all things 
from which they could not be juſtified by the 


cc 
c 
6 


cc 


“ law of Moſes.” Acts xiii. 38, 39. Aſtoniſhing 
grace this, but how can it conſiſt with a righte- 
ous and a holy law? Moſt admirably, for © God 
* hath made him to be Ain 9 for us, who knew 


:% no. 


* Fur 


„ 


1 Fan execrationem t cui obnoxius: non erat, cum 
= ſuſpenſus fuit in ligno, ut execrationem ſolveret quæ adver- 


ſum nos erat, i, e. He bore the curſe when hanging on 


the tree, that he in no wiſe deſerved, that he might free 


us ſrom the curſe we were obnoxious to. Oecumenius. 
$ Some would have the greek word { hamartia here ren- 


dered in, to be render ed /n-offering, although it is obſer re- 
able it is neceſſarily rendered in the former ſenſe whereſo- _ 
ever it occurs throughout the whole new teſtament, inthe _ 
latter ſenſe, not once: nor is there any juſt cauſe why it 


ſhould be rendered /in-9f ering here, unlels it be in order 
to deftroy the antitheſis in the former and latter clauſe of 
the verſe, and hereby ſubvert the doctrine of imputed ſin, 


And imputed righteouinels 10 clearly eſtabliſhed by the Ho- 
-Beza has the following note upon the paſſage, 
which 1 beg leave to inſert, etſi vero peccatum interdum vo 
catur victiana ex bebragorum idiotifmo, apud quos fic acci- 
ſitur unten (aſham) ut Levit, vii. 2, tamen ratio anti- 


ly Ghoſt. 


1 fis Paſcit ut potius Chriſtus dicatur factus die peccatum 


pro nobis ; i. e. Peccator, non in ipje, fed ex omnium nose 
- Penetus, by fol- 
iy and extravagancy has reduced himſelf to extreme pover- 


trorum peccatorum reatu igſi imputato. 


. ty; nor is this the worſt, he has alſo contracted large debts 


: which he is utterly unable to diſcharge. His creditor it ſeems 
has had much patience with him, but through ill- treat- 

ment is become ſevere, and now with unmitigated rigour 
; demands full payment to be made, Peretus is quite . 
= vent, nor is chere ground | for, hope, chat he ſhould ever be 
13 other 


} 


2 a ad 


— — Hoe a= - AY ID COA 


** . ret he ne ee 
— : - ED - 


as : 
-_ 2 2 — — 
4 


, Rs — 


— — 


9 


"Or } 


6 no fin,” 2 Cor. v. 21, we by ſin and difobe: 
| dience had forfeited the divine favour and ruined 
our ſouls, but © Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 


to fave finners, which is a faithful ſaying, a 


„ worthy of all acceptation,” 1 Tim. 1. 15, and 
this he effects by the facrifice of himſelf,” Heb. 


ix. 28, © being once offered up to bear the ſins 


„of many, ver. 28. 

Thus what the prophets had foretald concern- 
ing Chriſt, his death and the deſign thereof, &c. 
the apoſtles ſhew were fulfilled in him, and by 


him. And this preaching Chriſt crucified for fins, : 


and the ſinner's ſurery, and ſubſtitute, is what 
| blefled Paul ſeems to have gloried in above all 
things, and to have eſteemed as the very marrow, 
ſcul, and ſubſtance of his goſpel; and that where⸗ 
in his embaſly principally conſiſted; God forbid, 


ſays he, that I ſhould glory, ſave 11 the croſs of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. vi. 14. and to the Corin- 
| thians, I delivered unto you i©@rlt of all, that which | 
T1 alſo received, how that Christ died for our fins ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures, 1 Cor. xv. 3. Not to 


ſummon any other of the inſpired penmen to the 


bar, who becauſe they were taught by the ſame [ 


ſpirit, it is imp-ſible they ſhould bear an evidence 


cContrary to thole already heard; we may venture 
_ to reſt the cauſe on n their moſt clear, and ample | 


teſti⸗ 


" otherw ifs ; what can he Jon for N * Ploufea: a nul. ban 7 
dant in wealth, yet more 10 in gener ofity and goodneſs en- 
gages for the debt, gives ſecurity for the payment of it, and 
acquits the before diſtreſſed, but now joytal and tranſport· 
ed Penetus, Now although Pleuſiauuus never contracted 
the debt he ſtands engaged for by extravagant living, yet 
he hath made himſeſf debtor by (wht; it J b ad almoll called) | 


exiray Fan loving. 'F he bo 5 oma 18 1 
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teſtimony; : freing. nothing leſs than a groſs per- 
verſion of what the prophets and apoſtles have 


wrote, and a bold eſſay to ſubvert their meaning, 
can turn the current of the doctrine of 1 imputati- 


on into another channel, or extort a verdict in 


favour of a contrary tenet. 


Sth, This then is go/pe! indeed, though we c have 

3 ſinned, are guilty, doubly ouilty, before a holy 

mn puniſhing God, being ſinners by nature, and 
ſinners in practice yet is there a foundation for 
hope of mercy in perfect conſiſtency with juſtice; 


heaven's golden- gates are not for ever barred, nor 


is our ſun gone down in everlaſting night; for 
there is, hear it O heavens, be all attention, O 
carth, there is a SAVIOUR, an almighty 
SAVIOUR, rich in love, and plenteous | in grace, | 
who caſts out none that come unto him, John vi. 37. 
grea in power, ſaving to the uttermiſt all that come 
Anto God by bim, Heb. vii. 25. He is the great 
erte the (copler) the true mercy- ſeat, the 


one propitiatory ſacrifice by which, God is fecon- 


cilea unto the world, 2 Cor. v. 19. This my dear 5 


reader is the great myſtery cf ſalvation, this is 


the ſecret of God, which the princes of this world 
were ignorant of, when molt bent to fulfil it, in 
crucifying the Lord of glory. By that one «ffence, 
of that one man Adam, many are ſubjected to 


death; by the one obedience, viz. the life and death, 


of that one man Cbriſt Jeſus, many are abſolved, 7 
and entitled to life. All ſinned, one ſuffered, nan 

was debtor, man diſcharged his debt. * Sin and 
3 . death 8 


* Homo qui debut, homo folvir; nam 1 unus inquit, 


Pro- 


* 4 « — EL AA. 


AS 

death came by the fruit of the zree; redemption 
and life come by the tree allo; the former was 
planted in paradiſe, and was deadly to touch, 
the latter was erected on mount caltary, and bare 


| bleſſings in large cluſters. The fin of Adam, ex- 
| cluded him and his ſeed from the preſence of God. 


the ſoul-comforting preſence of their maker, and 
cherubim and a flaming ſword, forbad future ac- 
But Chriſt the lamb of 


ceis to the tree of life. 
God, has borne our fins in his own body on the tree, 
turned away the wrath of heaven, quenched the 


flaming ſword, and by his own blood bath conſe» | 


ci ated a new and living way into the holy of holies. 


Heb. x. 19, 20, and hath opened alſo the king- . 


dom of heaven to all who believe in him. 


What diſcovereſt thou O reader in this proce- 5 
e that merits thy diſregard or contempt? 
Wherein does the doctrine of Chriſt's atonement 
appear to be abſurd, or irrational? Why ſhould | 
the great lord and legiſlator of the world be 


eſteemed deficient in jujtic?, becauſe he has been 
pleaſed in a way ſo wonderful to magnify His a- 


bounding mercy in appointing and accepting the 


. ſufferings of one every way qualified and fully 


willing, in behalf of another, by which wonder- | 
ful plan, his juſtice is preſerved inviolate, full | 
' reparation is made to his injured law, and his rich 
grace and mercy are ne, become the wonder 
and joy of men and angels ? The work of falva. 
= tion | 


hr 


pro bus mortuus off; ergo omnes mortui ſunt, ut v vi 


delicet ſatisfactio unius omnibus imputetur; 3 ſicut omnium 
peccata unus ille por tavit, nec alter jam inveniatur qui 
forefacit, alter qui ſatisfecit; quia caput et cpu unus elt 


Chriſtos, Bernardus A. ad Innocent. 
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tion is all wonder ; there is wonderful b in 


the contrivance, wonderful powe” in accompliſh- _ 


ing the deſign, ſatan and his rebel hoſt ſubdued 


and vanquiſhed a wonderful diſcovery of juſtice, in 
 faving no ſinner without adequate ſatisfaction; a 
wonderful manifeſtation of mercy, in accepting one 
do ſuffer in the ſtead and place of another; a won- 
deꝛrful perſon engages in the wonderful work, and 
wonderful love begins, carries on, and compleais 
the whole. Such love as this, which God com- 
mendeth to us, no man can ſhew ; friend may of. 
fer himſelf to death for friend ;* or ſome dear re- 
lative allied by blood, + &c. yea peradventure ſome 
for a good man would even dare to die, Rom. v. 7, 
but the love of God is manifeſted, and exerciſed 5 
towards us, when in a ſtate of ſin and alienation = 
for when we were without ſtrength, finners, and | 
enemies, Chrif. died for us, to raiſe, reconcile, and - 
| | ort us, Rom. V. 6,8; ä | 
= En E 8 e Reader 
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58 4 There i is a bier © on Ferord of two kniend . 5 : 
P̃ytbias, one of whom the tyrant Dyoniſus had condemned 
do die; he aſked a few days to ſet his houle in order, which 
khat he might procure, the other willingly offered himſelf 
to ſtay as a pledge, and to die in his place, if he did not 
return by the day appointed. The other faithfully return- 
__ ed according the time appointed, in order to receive his 
doom, and redeem his friend who had ſo deeply engaged 5 
for him; when the tyrant ſaw ſuch faithfulneſs in their 
| friendſhip, he pardoned him that was appointed to die, and 
deſired to be admitted a third in their friendſhip. 3 5 
IId is recorded of Zaleucus, the lawgiver of Ter . 
| that he appointed by law, that adulterers ſhould have both 
their eyes put our. And it happening that his own ſon be- 
ing taken in adultery, he, to preſerve inviolate his law, yet 
Dena paternal affection to his ſon, put out one of his 


own eyes, to redeem. one of che eyes of his fon. 


1 

. i 
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Reader is it poſſible thou canſt believingly me- 


ditate on theſe aſtoniſhing and intereſting trut hs. 
as they ſtand on ſacred record, and not find thy 
heart glow with gratitude and joy ? Angels on 
their being obſcurely ſhadowed in legal ceremo- 


nies, filled with wonder, and a holy curioſity, de- 


fired to look into them. Angels gladly publiſhed the 


news of the newborn Saviour to our wondering 


world, and gave glory to God in the hig heſt, while 
they proclaimed peace on earth, and good will towards. 
men; and ſhall man be filent in his praife ? Pe); 


the Lord O my ſoul, and all that is within me, mag- 


niſy bis holy name; bleſs the Lord all ye his ſaints, 
and tell abroad from day to day the wonders of 


his grace and love. © He took not on him the 


e nature of angels, but he took the ſeed of Abra- 
„ ham, and becauſe the children were partakers 
2 of fleſn and blood, he likewiſe alſo himſelf took 


* part of the ſame,” Heb. ii. 14, 16, and thathe 


= might have the right of redem option, Jer. xxxii. 7 be 
our lawful (goel) redeemer, deliverer, &c. he aſ. 
ſumed our nature, and became our elder brother. 

We were become poor, and had ſold our poſſeſ- Ed 

ſions, yea our very ſouls for nought, Levit. xxv. 

25, and Chriſt our kinſman redeemed us without 

_ money, not with gold and ſilver, nor any other cor- 

ruplible thing, but with the precious blood that circu- 

lated through his own unblemiſhed body, 1 Pet. 
. 

. Reader, before . 80 his chapter, I wks 1 
beg leave to remind thee of the two greateſt 


tranſactions that the ſun hath ſeen; the one in pa- 


radiſe, the other on Mount Calvary ; by the former - 
of theſe came death, and all our woe; and who- 


W ever thou art that readeſt thou art concerned 1 8 
_ this 5 
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this affair; ; no bink; nor blood can exempt thee 
from the common charge of guilt, which lies 
equally againſt all that ipring trom the loins of 
Adam : By the latter God is reconciled, and guilty 
ſinners are abſolved, through faith in him that 
died upon the croſs. My brother ſinner ſee the 


lamb. of God, ſuſpended on the tree, grow pale 


in death, and agonizing in the mortal combat; 
ah! what do I ſee ? He bleeds from every pore ; 
but O aſtoniſhing to tell, he bleeds the balm, that 
| heals our wounded fouls. How chearing was the 
word that cloſed the folemn ſcene, it is finiſned, 
when rightly underſtood, and believingly receiv- 
ed! What more remains to be done? What after 
work? What further claim? po ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's eleft ? For, Chriſt has 
died, Rom. viii. 33. Thus may we by often look- 
ing to the rock from whence we are hewn, be 
| humbled under a deep ſenſe of our fin, and the 
| finfulneſs of our nature; that we may be as no- 
thing and leſs than nothing in our own eyes; and 
with ſuch believing views may we look to Jeſus, 
that we may find in him an all-ſufficient Saviour; 
for as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
Jo is Jeſus lifted up upon the pole of the goſpel, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, may not e but 
a bave ene He. John! in. 14, 13. 
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E poſts went out dis baſtened by the king 8 


1 commandment, and the decree was given in 
 Shuthan the palace, Eſth. iii. 15. Haman pleaſed 


at having ſucceeded fo well in his bloody defign, 


| fits down to regale himſelf with wine, but the city 
Shu an was perplexed, and in every province whither- 
 fſoxver the king's commandment, and his decree came, 
| there was great mourning among the jews, chap. iw. 
13. An horrible cloud of darkneis pregnant with 
immediate death, was now ſtretched over the ex- 
tenſive empire of Abhaſuerus, and appeared ready 
to burſt on the heads of all the circumciſed tribes 
that dwelt in his dominion. It is death by law 
for Eſther to come into the preſence of the king; 
it is death by a malicious bloody decree to her 4 
kindred and nation if ſhe does not come. This 
was indeed a day of darkneſs and diſtreſs, Eſther | 
uncalled for chiery days, Mordecai diſgraced, and 
a ſwift decree gone forth ſtamped with the royal 
ſignature, to deſtroy and make a per end of 


all the jews in every province. 


But how much more dark and diftreſsfal was | 
the day when Adam forfeited the favour of his 
L Lord and King, and fell into foul diſgrace by fin | 
and diſobedience ! Not the ſtate of Perf. a only, 
but all the world became obnoxious to death; not 
only jews, but gentiles too, even all that ſhould — 
come from the loins of Adam were involved to- }F 
' gether with him in the guilt of his tranſgreſſion. 
A law more ſtable and unalterable than that of the 
Medes and Perfi ans, by which, it was death (oY 
| | e eat : 
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eat from that forbidden tree, was violated, and the 


penal: ſanction thereof, death, was ready to be in- 
flicted on the unhappy offender, and common 


parent of mankind. Eber mult put on her royal 
robes to intercede, and become an advocate for 


her. diſtreſſed friends and nation; Cb iſt, the 
brightneſs of the fathber*s glory, muſt put * off his 
robes of royalty, and become a mediator for a 


| bſt and ruined world. Queen Eſther engages for 


her own fleſh, the jews; Chriſt aſſumes a body, 

Y that being our fleſh, + he might engage in our 
cCauſe. Efther undertakes for her friends; ; Chriſt 
undertakes, that from enemies he might make 
friends. + She is employed to revoke the deathful 
decree by abrogating the law; HE, to deliver 


thoſe doomed to death, yet eftabliſh the law. || 


HShe riſques the diſpleaſure of Ahbuſureus, and 
hereby expoſes herſelf in much probability to 
death, to fave her people from the purpoſed bloody 
4 maſſacre; HE, voluntarily lays down his lie, 
and courageouſly ruſhes into the arms of certain 
; death, death armed with all the multiplied tranſ- 
Kgreſſions of his people, death the moſt formidable, 
and alarming, to fave them from the cauſe and 
_ curſe, ſin and death. Eftber was ſtirred up by 
Aordecai to intereſt herſelf in the important buſi- 
neſs of her nation; but Chri# from his own 
pPzhilanibropy, for the great love wherewith he loved 
Ass, makes his people's cauſe his 7 8 and gave 
EUüimſelſ for our fins. Eph. ii. 4. Gal. Efther 
| managed her affairs with ſo much Pe —_—_ 
. chen Kindred. fleſh | was e ſaved from the 
bob 1 "Hoody 
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* Phillip, i li. . 1 Heb. Th 4. | + Rom: v. 10. 
1 Rom: in. 13. Ta an 28. „ 
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bloody ſentence 3 Chriſt behaved ſodiſcretly, that 


by his knowledge many even all that believe ſhall 


_ be juſtified, and eternally ſaved, II. Ii. 13.1 Mlb 
11. 


fame now ſinking as low in the eſteem of his 


Prince, as his body was raiſed high, a ſpectacle 
to the ſurprized courtiers and an example to all 
that ſhould hear thereof, of an ambitious and 5 
bloody mind. At the ſame time the mournin 
Jews are not only made to put off their ſackcloth, PE 

but alſo to gird themſelves with gladneſs; ; and 
the diſregarded and diſtreſſed Mordecai not only 
deelivered from death, but taken into favour, 
exalted as the head of the people over the pro- 
Vvinces of Perſia, and receives as a token of the 
royal favour the ring of Abaſuerus, and a ſilken 
garment fit for thoſe who ſtand in the preſence _ 
of a king. So our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo honoura- 
bly. acquitted himſelf in his great undertaking, 5 
and ſo perfectly accompliſhed his mighty engage- 
_ ments, that his people who were become ob- 
noxious to death by a righteous ſentence, are not, 
only delivered from going down to the pit, but 
1 through faith in this great Mediator, are accepted 
into favour, receive pledges and Lens of God's 
good pleaſure in them and towards them, and 5 
are velted with a a.roy al robe, the ſpotleſs righte- 
TO ouſneſs 


In a word, Eſber the queen ſo well ie 
in what ſhe undertook, and all her engagements 
iſſued ſo much in favour of the j Jews, That wick- 
ed Haman who had contrived their ruin, not on- 
ly ſaw his hopes fruſtrated, and his bloody de- 
ſign quite overturned ; but the infamy and death 
he intended another, becomes his own unavoid. |: 
able and miſerable portion; his character and 


— 
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ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them, in which they 


N may ſtand with boldneſs in the preſence of the 


king of kings. 
2d, In the foregoing chapter we have ſpoken of 
the impuration of the behever's fins to Chriſt, have 


viewed the Lamb of Goa, offered upon the alter of 
his croſs, in the room and place of his people, and 


in conſequence of which they are delivered from 


the curſe, freed from condemnation, and ſaved 
from wrath and hell. The buſineſs of this chap- 


ter will be to treat of the imputation of his righ- 

teouſneſs unto them, whereby they obtain a title 
to heaven and glory; and which is the third kind 
of imputation, ſpoken of chap. the firlt. 


3d, The glorious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, pro- 


claims and publiſhes him as the only way of 


ſalvation, and the ſole Saviour of finners ; and 
the method and manner by which this ſalvati- 
on is brought unto a fallen world is, by the 
blood of his crols, havi ing hereby 00 redeem ed 


us from the curſe of the law, being made a 


«curſe for us.“ Gal. iti. 13. This © curſe. 
hof the law,” ver. roth, i is the penalty of diſ- 
obedience, 1 80 curſed is every one that continu- 


eth not in all things which are written in the 


„ book of the law to do them ;” therefore 
Chriſt's ignominious and torturing de cath, by rea- 
ſon of which he was deemed curied, was the ran- 
| ſom paid for the redemption of bis people, : and 


by which ors are del ivercd om going een 


allbged to be a price - pad to ee grace or 


glory. That grace and g glory reſult trom the 
righteouſneſs of Chrilt, that is, his active and 
Paſſive obedience, Is readil y granted, but that 
_ they 


— 
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vants of men,“ ch. vii, 23, again, © ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as ſil- 
ver and gold, &c. but with the precious blood 
4 of Chriſt.” 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. The people of 
God are frequently ſpoken of as his poſſiſſion, in- 
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; they are the reſult of the latter, abſtracted from 
the former, as though bought and purchaſed 


thereby, does not appear from the word of God. 
Loſt ſinners are repreſented in ſcripture, as be- 
ing the object of the Redeemer's love, and (allow 


the expreſſion) the commodity to be bought with 
the mediator's blood; hence lays the apoſtle, * Je 
are bought with a price,” 1 Cor. vi. 20, again, 


ye are bought with a price, be not ye the ſer- 


oc 


heritance, portion, &c. and as ſuch are common - 


ly faid to be redeemed, and purchaſed by him. Eph. 
1. 14. Pl. Inxiv. 2. Acts xx, $8; Ke. 2 
To ſay or ſuppoſe that Chriſt's vallive obedience, 1 
abſtracted from his active, and without reſpect 
| thereto, gives a believer a title to glory, is to 
ſeparate and disjoin what God has put together in 
his eternal and all-wite counſel, and publiſhed in 
his word, as the matter of our faith; and had ſuch 
an opinion any foundation to ſupporr i it, the fol- 
lowing unſcriptural things would neceſſarily be 
huilt up together with it. at, That there ii a 
law which gives life to ſome degree of imperfe&t 
obedience, or rather to diſobedience; - for there 
is no medium. Now ſuch ſuppoſed law muſt ſtand | 
in oppoſition to that perfect one, which is Ha, 
It and good, and whoſe voice is, curſed is every 
one that continueth not, in all things written in ib 
| book of the law 40 do them ; ; muſt iſſue from dif- 
ferent motives, and aim ar different ends; but 
Chriſt came not into the world to dro, but % 


ou 
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Fulfl the law. Math. v. 17. 2d, Thar the holy 
lite of Chriſt, and that perfect and exact obedi- 

ence he paid to the moral law, was-no part of 
that covenant he was engaged in, and of which 
he was the head, and repreſentative of his ſeed. 

Alſo that heaven and glory are not given as the 
reward of e but for reaſons alien 
thereto; ſeeing the Jaw does not fo properly pro- 
nounce that man righteous, who violates it's pre- 
cepts, tho' he ſuffer | it's penalty, as he who pays 


aà due regard to 1t's injunctions, and preſerves 


them invariably inviolate. 34d, Such an opinion, 
muſt either be antinomianiſm in the worſt ſenſe, as 
it ſuppoſes heaven attainable, without the fu.fill- 
ment of any law, in the principal, or ſurety ; or, 
us it leaves us to fulkl the law in our own per- 
ſons, in order to obtain heaven by our own obedi- 
ence, I Para n. = 
th, The ſeripture, as it 1 man in 116 N 
fallen ſtate, conſtantly affirms, that falvation is 
not attainable by his own works, ſceing he, in 
that ſtate is altogether as an unclean thing, and 
2 his righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags,” II. Ixiv. 


6. and that there i is no law exiſting, which can 


8 


Kb a title to life, Gal wii. 21, wy but what the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the fleſh, God ſending his own ſon, inthe like- 
<4. neſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned ſin 
jn the fleſh,” Rom. viii. 3. Hence not to him 
that <vorketh, but believelb, righteouſneſs is i. 
pu ted, for to him that worketh the reward is a 
debt, but to him that believeth it is of grace. Rom. 

iv. 4, 5, and Paul affirms more than once, that 


a man is not juſtified by the works of the law, 


_ but BY, the hearing of faith, ” and * that by 
* * the 


6 


ee the deeds of the law, no fleſh living can be 


«-juſtified.” 
Juſtification by faith, ſtands oppoſed in ſcrip- 


ture to juſtification by wor ks : ; hence to ſuppole 
faith to be a work, ſo to be performed by us, as 


though 1t had in itſelf, ſome intrinſic worth, or 
that we ſhould merit any thing by believing,” 18 
to put the bleſſing on mount ” Ebal, inſtead of 


Gerrizzim, that is, deſtroying the contraſt of juſti- 

fication by faith, and by works, it is to put faith 

on the ſide of the law, inſtead of adjoining it to 

the goſpel, However neceſſary therefore faith 

way be in order to the juſtification of a ſinner ; ' 
however excellent and uſeful in order to preſerve, 


and increaſe the ſpiritual life of a faint; yet is it 
never to be conſidered as any way meritorious, nor 


filling in other place in the act of juſtification, 
than that of an eye to look at Chriſt, feet to come _ 
to Chriſt, a hand, &c. to receive the purchaſed ; 
ang freely offered bleſſings from Chriſt. oy 
5th, It has been generally allowed by all, that " 
in 3 to find favour with God, and obtain 
heaven, we mult be righteous, or have a righte- | 
ouſneſs ; and it has been as generally a point DE 
diſpute what that righteouſneſs ſhould be, and from 
whence it ſhould be obtained. The © Jews ſought 
after ſuch righteouſneſs, but attained not unto 


e it; but the Gentiles who ſought not after righte- 


* ouſneſs obtained it.“ Rom. i ix. 30, 31. The 

5 former ſought righteouſneſs by the law, that Is, 
they preſented their own imperfect obedience, = 
adequate to the requirements of the perfect law, }F_ 
in which balance being weighed, they were too 
light, to acquit and pronounce them righteous by 
a le gal lentence: ; the latter, convinced of this im- 


e 
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perfection in their own works, and believing in 
Chriſt, were made partakers of a rigbtecuſneſs, ade- 


quate to the largeſt demands of God's holy law ; by 


whoſe voice, and conſentaneous to whoſe ſentence, 
they were abſolved, acquitted, accepted. Hence 


David deſcribes. the blefſedneis of the man to 
whom the Lord, imputeth rightcouſneſs without 
works, Rom. iv. 6, and Chriſt is ſaid to be the 


end of the law for righteouſneſs, „ Kc. Rom. x.-:9. 


In ſcripture language, faith is ſaid to be imput- 


ed for righteouſneſs, as Abraham believeth God, and 
it was imputed to him for rightecuſneſs, and, to him 


that worketh not, but believeth, his faith is counted 
to him for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 3.5. Hence 


ſome will have faith to be our righteouſneſs, un- 


N derſtanding theſe ſcriptures literally ; Which opi- 
nion could” it be proved a truth, would neceſſarily 


diſcard and {et aſide the obedience of Chriſt, fleeing 


a two-fold righteouſneſs is not neceſſary. But this 


opinion can have no foundation but upon a ſup- 
poſition, that God the ſupreme legiſlator, will ac- 


cCäept of a righteouineſs under the goſpel, which is 
very different from that required by the law; which 


ſuppoſition has not only no foundation to pet 


it in the holy {criptures,. but mult neceſſarily be 
attended with conſequences not very agreeable to 

the plan of the goſpel. For on this ſuppoſition, 
1K, There muſt either be another a iſſued in 
reſpect of the goſpel, leſs holy in its nature, 3 and 


more mild in its exactions, than the moral law 
firſt impoſed upon Adam, in his perfect ſtate, and 


_ afterwards more explicitly given by the miniſtra- - 
5 tion of Maſes; or, a righteouſneſs legal, and in- 
adequate to the precepts of the moral! law, muſt 
| be ep in the Juſtification of a ſinner, Bur 
= nea- 


rr. : 


„„ 
heaven and earth, ſhall ſooner paſs away, than the 
former ſhall ever take place, Matt. v. 18. and the 
whole human race be left obnoxious to the curſe, 
&er God will juſtify and ſave them, in a way fo 


diſhonourable, and unbecoming as the latter, Gal. 
i. 10. 2. God who is immutable in his nature, 


and unchangeable in his purpoſes, muſt on this a. 

ſuppoſition, 1 vary his deſigns, and change his laws = {1 

and ordinances, like a "frail, and ſhort ſohred WM © 

mortal; and by ſubſtituting faith for perfect Tigh- 

troulnels, muſe leſſen in cur eſteem, the bolineſs = 029 

of his nature, on which the law is founded, the te 
inflexibility of his juice, and the EUN. of fn MM. ti 
which is oppoſed to boch „„ ce 

LE - MM, The ſcripture every where - ſets forth the W- © 
neceſſity of faith, in order to the juſtification ww 6 2 

a ſinner; but to pui faith as the meritorious cauſe FF ri 

of ſuch juſtification, would be moſt inſufferable, YF 2 

ſeeing faith can poſſibly have no merit, as it is ( Jt 

an operation of the ſpirit of God in the heart of -"M 

a ſinner now regenerate, and the glorious work of KM -Þ 

our Immanuel, can only lay claim to merit. Faith, p 

as above, can only be conſidered as an inſtrument . 

in the matter of juſtification, receiving, and ap- [fe 
Plying that righteoufneſs which is neceflary to ſal-k 1 © 
vation; but that which receives ſomething wit- d 

cout, and ſeparate from itſelf, viz. that righteouſ- © 

5 neſs which is neceſſary to 1alvation, cannot be | 2 

that righteouſneſs welt ; therefore faith cannot be 8 

that righteouſneſs, LD WM 
Prurthermore, the ſcriptures Henk "© different 8 
i ED degrees of faith, 0 Ye of little faith. ” And, 0 : 2 
woonan great is thy faith, &c. So we read _ #6 
1 lambs in the flock, and of children, young men, || . 


\ | Ss and Hathers, dec. now if taith be our righteouſneſs, 
e 3 accord- 
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according to the meaſure and degree of this faith, 
we are more or leſs righteous ; and as faith is tup- 
poſed to be imputed in the act of juſtification, a 
man muſt be more or leſs juſtified, as his faith is 
weak or ſtrong, which I conceive to be an abſur- 
dity. Moreover, I think this tenet muſt be a 
very dry breaſt to believers in a time of trial and 
| ſpiritual deſertion ; when joys ſeem withered, love 
cold, and the ſhield of faith totters, and the ſoul 
-- Tees herſelf aſſaulted on every fide; then to have 
no hopes of acceptance but in and through a righ- 
teouſneſs ſo imperfect and weak, as faith is in ſuch 
time of trial found to be, muſt needs be very un- 
comfortable to a poor creature's mind. Whereas 
on the contrary, when agreeable to the ſcripture 
doctrine of juſtification, faich takes hold on the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and his obedience, active 
and paſſive, is imputed to a poor ſinner in his 
Juſtification for righteouſneſs, he needs no longer 
remain in doubt, and thereby in diſtreſs, whether 


T his faith be ſtrong enough to procure him a com- : 


| pleat pardon, ſeeing that in the days of the great- 
eſt darkneſs and diſquietude, when his faith is moſt 
feeble, and his comforts moſt fading, the glorious 
__ object of his faith is ſtill the ſame ; and the loweſt 
= degree of faith apprehends a righteouſneſs perfect, 
compleat, and thoroug bi acceptable to God, If. xlii. 


24. Hence it is the church can rejoice in the 


name of her bridegroom, and the honour con- 
ferred upon her in being named together with him, 
the Lord our righteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6, xxxliil, 16, 


and each believer in particular can gladly fay, 5 


 furelyi in the Lord bave 1 ns a and Arengib, 8 
II. xlv. 24. 


2 To argue, as ſome have done, that if 4 
n- 


4 


finner lis juſtified by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


imputed to him, he is juſtified by the law, ſee- 
ing that righteouſneſs conſiſted in a perfect con- 


formicy thereto, is no better than vain jangling, 


and below the man of attention, What can we 
think would the bleſſed apoſtle have ſaid to any 
one in his day, who ſhould have dared in ſo groſs 
and palpable a manner to have perverted his words, 
and wreſted the force of his arguments? Doubt- 


leſs, with zeal no leſs rapid and fervent than that 


with which he defended the truth ef the goſpel, 
againſt the diſturbers of the church of Golatia, 


he would have reproved the ignorance and inſo- 
lence of ſuch Antinomians, and oppoſers of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 6 Ye vain, and ſelf- 
” n # oeneration, how long will ye perſiſt in 
your ſtupidity ? Does not the goſpel I ave "0 
reached unto you principally tend to take you 
off from ſelf ſecking and depending? Does it 
© not wholly point you to the Lord Chri iſt, and 
“ hold forth his righteouſneſs as the ſole merito- 
<6. Fious: cauſe of your acceptance, and for the ſake _ 
« of which, ye as guilty ſinners are imputed juſt 
„ in the preſence and eſteem of a holy God? 
Are not your own imp erfect works, the beſt of 
„ which come bo. t of the glory of God, contraſted 
in all my writings, with the compleat, and per- 
„ fe& obedience of Chriſt, who has magnified 
« thelaw, and mate it Soar bb Think ye O 
vain men that God is ſuch an one as yourſelf ? 
Did he once give a law which required perfect 
Obedience from his creatures, and can he now 
« diſpenſe with a righteouſneſs which will bear a 
« conſiſtency of fin with it? ls Chriſt then become 
6 WY the miniſter of fin? Came he into the world to 
| ö 40 de- 


* 


T7) 


defraud the law of what it juſtly demanded, and 
to do diſhonour to an eſſential attribute of the 
&« deity, viz. juſtice ? Know O vain man, that hea- 
ven and earth ſhall paſs into nothing, Boner chan ” 
ce one jot, or one tittle of the law mall fail of per- 

« fect fulfillment. Nor can you ever ſtand before 

God, and in the congregation of the juſt, but 

as you are eſteemed righteous by juſtice itſelf, 
* through the blood and righteouſveſs of the Lord 
«Jeius imputed to you, 0 that with the free and 
e“ full conſent of both law and juſtice, you can 


© enter into glory; for no finncr will be unjuſtly 


0. ved.” 
, The i imputation of Chriſt's s righte: lneſs, 

I Cn not only to be moſt able to the word 
of God, (as IJ hope to manifeſt more fully by and 

by ;) but atfo appears to be moſt canin with 
the divine attributes, which hereby are made to 
harmonize, and fweetly accord with each other; 


c 
te 


— 


| hereby, © mercy and truth meet together, righ- 
( & reouſnels and peace embrace each other,” PL. 


Ixxxv. 10, in TR, moſt admirable, and beſt ada [- 
5 P 


--— od plan, we fee the rights of government ſecured 


in a way and manner, that muſt reflect eternal 
honour on the wiſdom that contrived it; and the 
law of God hereby, abides immutable and in- 
flexible, as the unchangeable attribute on which it 
ſtands: Whereas a righteouſneſs any way defici- 
ent, and imperfect, will be found 2 covering too 
narrow. to wrap a naked ſinner in, If. xxviil. 20, 
p9th, Some have thought their own righteouſ- 
” nel ſufficient to recommend them to God; of 


| this number were the phariſees of old, and of the 


ſame ſpirit, temper, and opinion, are the ſelf- 
Juſticiaries of this and cy y other age; but David's 3 
| . a | Es | Biel 


the heavenly father. 


(79) 


bleſtd man appears to be of a different ſtamp, 
he is bleſſed, truly fo, for God pronounces him 
tuch, and n ne can reverſe it; righteon; meſs is im- 
put to him, not his own, but anothei's, for it is 
imputed wiltout Works, and what righteou! neſs 
- Would 1 a man 107 ACC eptance, "that Was nor. 
perfect? And where ſhall we find a righteouſneſs. 


verſe, and fully anſwering the h 1oly law of God, 
except the righteouſns s of T hriſt 2 We have been 


lei to take noi.ce of the parallel the apoſtle to the 
Rem ns runs between the firſt and ſecond Adam, 
| chap. 2d, and here it may not be amiſs to reſume 
the thought, and conſider Ras paſſage yet more 
5 carefully. 


The apoſtle here nfs ms us, that fin firſt in- 


troduced death into the world, and that in con- 

| ſequence of hn being imputec d to all, death paſſed 
upon mw and that on the contrary as death came 
by fin, fo life comes by righteouſneſs, as the one 
Was A dust by the firit am, 1o the other is 
brought in by the ſecond Adam, as fin was im- 

"ted ft om the former, ſo righteouſneſs | is imput- 
ed from the latter; and 2s by one man's diſobedience 


many, even all the poſterity of Adam, were con. 


ſtitut ed firmners, ſo by the obedience of one, even 


the man Chriu Jeſus, many, viz. all his believing 


_ ed, ſhall be conslituted righteous, ver. 19—ver, 
15, much more the grace of God, a the gift by 
2 HOY LS: chariſma, and dorema,' here ſpoken _ 
of, is the. bedience of Chriſt imputed to us by | 
Nevertheleis theſe two 


Words grace and rift, may be thus diſtinguiſh- 
ed; the ove reſpects free pardon and abfolution, 
| « the. ot her, a benefit beſtowed on them who are 
thus abſolved z even the righteouſneſs of 0 brit 

2 im- 


6&6 
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* jimputed, by which their ſouls are adorned.““ 
As if ſome prince or potentate, from an act of 


clemency and goodneſs, ſhould frankly forgive 
one of his poor ſubjects, who ſtood indebted to 


him a large ſum of money; and ſhould add to 
this favour the free donation of an immenſe trea- 
ſure; then in the language of the apoſtle here is 
grace in pardoning, and the gift by grace, in con- 
fering the royal favour. WWh:ch is by one man Jeſus 
1 Chriſt, the one and only Saviour of finners, hath 
abounded unto many, even to as many as believe in 
- him, ver. 16, and not as it was by one that ſinned, 


o is the gift; i. e. not as the ſin, the one fin, fois 
the dorema, the chariſma, viz. the righteouſneſs of 

\. Chriſt, which imputed to the believer, which ex- 
tends its falutary influence to all his fins both ori- 

I gina! and actual, for Ihe 144; ment was by one, that 
one ſin of Adam, to condeimuation, ariſing from 
imputed guilt; but the free giſt, is of many offences : 17 


free grace pardons all the offences of the believer, 


unto fallen, 8 to full £8 don, and favourable 


F. 2 „ ies 


* 


* Cur güte Chriſti eden an {ch ar riſm a, 4 bis vocar rit, 


ſemel vero dikaiomai nempe verſiculo 18th cauſa eſt mani- 
feſta, quia videlicet Chriſti juſtitiam non conliderat abſlo- 
lute, ſed kata ſleſin, eamque duplicam. Nam reſpectu Dei 


nobis illam imputantis, dicitur chariſma, a L "ent 3 


noſtri vero ratione, qui per eam imputatam juſti fimus, 
merito dicitur j , quod nos juſtos efficiat, ſeu quod | 
ea juſt fiamus, ut explicat Wir apottous, ver. 19th, I. 


in loc. | 7 
+ Gratia non ts ill ud peccatum intrfect ſed | 


etiam poſt i! illud introeunti peccata. Auguſt. 


$ Dikaioma, ſignifies here, not only pardon but accept- | 
ance ; not only freedom from guilt, but favour conferred, 
even the obedience of Chr uſt by which we are Wage. and ace. 
Pres; "3 as righteous, 


A 
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acceptance, ver. 17, for if by one man's offence, 
viz. Adam, death reigned by one, by that one of- 
| fence, much more they which receive abundance of 
grace, the abounding grace of God in Chriſt, 
who is full of grace and truth, and from whoſe 
fulneſs we all receive the favour of every common 
bleſling, aud of the gift of righteouſneſs, * the per- 
fect and conſummate obedience of Chriit imputed 
to them, /hal! reit u in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt, hall, 
adorned in that potleſe robe, be admitted into the 
Preſence of the king of kings, and dwell with 
him for ever, ver. 18. Therefore as by tbe offence 
of one, even Adam the repreſentative of all man- 
Kind, judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
_ the guilt of that one man's ſin being imputed to 
all, laid them obnoxiouſneſs to condemnation ; _ 
even ſ by the righteouſneſs of one, namely Jeſus 
Chriſt, the head and reprefentative of believers 

in the covenant of redemption ; the free gift is 


: 3 come UPIN atl men, unto juſtification of life, even 5 


upon all whom he repreſented, unto their full ab- 
ſolution, and final acceptance, Ser. 19. for as by 


—_—_ 
, 8 = 


* Gratie nomen, ad omnia Dei beneficia pertineat, ſed 
duoreas tes difaioſunes non de omnibus Dei beneficiis que _ 
per Chriſtum percipimus, ſed proprie de obedientiæ Chriſti 
imputatione Bez. 3j ͤ̃ 8 

90 Should it be ſaid that pautas anthropous, all men, in 
the latter clauſe of the verie, ſtands oppoſed to, and ex- 
tends us far as pantas anthropous, all men, in the former, 
it cannot be granted; ſeeing this would neceſſarily infer 
univerſal ſalvation. Furthermore it is obſervable, that the 
apoſtle's ſcope in this whole paſſage, is not ſimply to prove 
that bondage, capitivity, &c. are derived to us from Adam, 
and enlargement, redemption, &c, by Chriſt, but that guilt, 
and condemnation ariſing from that guilt, is imputed to us 


from 


(82 ) 


ene man's diſobedience, viz that of Adam, many 
were made ſinnore, even all who deſcend from dann 


by natural generation, are conſtituted ſinners in 
him; / by the obpurence of one, even Chriſt, Shall 


many be made righteous, viz. ail that ſhall believe 
on him to the end of time ſhall be conſtituted 


righteous, through his rightcoultneſs, impure a o 
them. 


This whole paſſage ſo clearly and ful! 'y eſta- 
bliſnes the doctrine of impurcd righteouſneſs, that 
nothing but a grols perverſion of the apoſtle's 


meaning and deſign can ſubvert it. For it is evi- 
dent, this, and only this, was the thing intended 
from the twelfth verſe of the chapter, where the 


collation betwixt Adam and Chriſt is begun; and 


although the doctrine of original ſin, or the! im- 


putation of Adam's offence to his poſterity, i 


fully proved therefrom, yet Paul's deſign was 8 
clear up the doctrine of Juſtification treated of in 
the foregoing chapter, and anſwer the cavils and 
objections that the adverſaries of the goſpel might 
raiſe againſt it If any ſhould ſay that the metho! 
was ſtrange and unuſual, that one man ſhould be 
jiuſtified by the righteouſneſs of another; not at 
all would the apoſtle ſay, ſeeing by the ſame me- 
thod of proceeding, God has concluded all the 
world guilty by the fin of another; therefore as 


guilt, condemnation and death, came by Adam; : 


: lo 1. e abſolution and life come by 


mm 10th, 


a mand cd 


18 Adam as our common 1 het —_ eee in the 


firſt covenant; and righteouſneſs, and abſolution thereby, 
is imputed to us from Chriſt, the head and ee | 


= of the cle@ in the ſecond covenant. 


MS 


„ 


1 


10th, That Chriſt is to be conſidered i in he re- 
demption covenant as the head and repreſentative 
of his helieving feed, rhe above paſſage ſufficient- 
ly evinces; nor is this the only place in ſcrip— 
ture that repreſents him in this light ; Pſ. Ixxxix. 
gd, I have mode a covenant With my choſen, &c. 
where notwechſtanding, the king of Iſrael is in- 
tended in a proximale ſenſe, yet is evident from 
many paſlages in the after parts of the Pſalm, the 
Ling IX ſaints 15 intended in the ultimate. Again, 
-— 6 their governor | Mall proceed from the midſt of 
them, sven Chriſt,) and I will cauſe him to 
« draw near, and he ſhall approach unto me; 
« for wao is this that engaged his heart to ap- 
« proach unto me, ſaith the Lord,” Jer. xxx. 
21. And again, “ behold the man whoſe name 
is the branch, even he ſhall build the temple 
of the Lord, and he ſhall bear the glory, and 
he ſhall fir and rule upon his throne, and he 
ſhall be a pricſt upon his tiirone, and the coun- 
ſel of peace,” (viz, the covenant of redemption.) 
ſhall be ee them both, even Jebo dab the fa- 
ther and Jehevah the ſon. Zech. vi. 12, 13. In this 
covenant, the father engages and covenants to 


AT Ty 


25 


ſuffer, ſhould be delivered, from the demerit of 
their ſins, reſtored to the favour of God, and be 
made 45 -takers of everlaſting OY, EET 
Math. . 2 John vi. 37 Aut, 2, 9, Ke, The 
ſon Covenants and engages in Peha fol theſe, t 
lay wide his glory, leave the boſom of his aher, 1 
and becauſe the children were partakers of lein 
and blood, to aſſume. their nature, and form, ſub- 


2 


give and inſure to the ſon, a certain number of 
fallen ſinners of mankind, who in conſideration 1 


of, and for the ſake of what he ſhould do an 


( 34 ) 
Ject himſelf to the law, whoſe precepts they had 
violated, and whoſe curſe they now lay obnoxious 
to, that bearing ang e the one, and obey- 
ing and fulfilog the other, he might jultly claim 
for chem releaſe an! acceptance. Phillip. li 6, To. 
Heb. li. 14. Sal. wy whe Eph. i. 6. John xvii. 
T, MC : 
Now if, as it appears) Ch il was he head 
and repreſentative of bis peopie in the covenant. 


of redet mption; all he engaged for, mult nec 5 


ſarily ſtand or Fall togerher with him; ; and as 
ſwuld acquir himſelf; in his e engagements ior then, 
they muſt partake the effects accordingly. But 
Chriſt the head of his people, dealt prudently, 
2cquitted himſclf with honour, caine off victori- 
ous in fight, vanquiſhed his foes, routed his ene- 
mies, and 20 captivity captive. By a holy and 
obed ent life, he maznified the law, and brought 
{00 everlaſt! ing righteouſneſs, 7 11, X02: Dan. 


i 24, Md by the offering up of himlelf a ſa- 
5 fice on the croſs, in tlie room and place of his 


people, be hath finiſhed tr anſyreſſs n and made an 
end of fin. Hence all poor finners believing in 
him, are by virtue of, and for his blood's fake, de- 
livered from hell and damnation; ; and for the ſake. 
of his holy and obedient life, entitled to heaven, 
and eternal ſalvation. Or in other words, for the 
ſake of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered, all his 
| believing ſeed, who for their ſins and iniquities 
had deſerved hell, are not only delivered from the 
pit, but are accepted in the beloved, adopted in- 
to the family of heaven while here on carth, and 
have heaven and glory inſured to them! in che pro- 
miſes of God, when called to de art. - 
1th, It is ſcarce poſſible for us to > hear, 3 
eri- 


(685) 


ſeriouſly meditate of this matchleſs, and unmerit- 


ed love of God exhibited in Chriſt Jeſus our Savi- 


our, and not be led to enquire how all this is brought 
: about; how it can comport with iuſtice, that guiſty 

creatures ſhould not only be abſolved, but accept- 

ed alſo, and treated as righteous, and really de- 
ſerving. -And, O precious anſwer ! Well might 
Lavid ſay of the word of God, that it was dearer 
to him than thiuſands of gold and filver, for this 


bleſſed w ord, gives a full and ſatisfactory anſwer to 


this important Fand intereſting enquiry. Aſk we 


why obnoxious ſinners are acquiried? K is, i 5 


fon, * Job 3 XXXili. hs we e had finned, — 9 
ere 


— „** — 


3 — eo 


* 2 e che 1 / copher ) Egle to cover, and 


bs; accordingly tranſlated mercy-ſeat. Exod, xxv. 21, being 
the covering of the ark of the teſtimony, And this mercys 


ſeat, {ſpoken of Heb. ix. 5, is by the lame inſpired writer, 


called the Hilaſterion. Rom. iii. 25. that is, our propitia- 


tion; ſo that Chriſt appears to be the true mercy-/eat, the 


copher, the atonement, and ranſom found for ſinners. 
ll beg leave to add the note of no mean commentator on 
this paſſage, I have found a ranſom, or propitiation ; ſeſus 


Chriſt is that ranſom, ſo E1;hu calls him, as 70 had called 


. h m, his Redeemer, for he is both the purchaſer, and the 


Price, the prieſt and the ſacrifice, So high was the value 
put upon ſouls, that nothing leſs wala redeem them, and 
ſo great was the injury done by fin, that nothing leſs would 
atone for it, than the blood of the ſon of God, who gave 
himſelf a ranſom for many, This is a ranſom of God's find- 
ing, a contrivance of infinite wiſdom ; we could never have 
. found it out our ſelves, and the angels themielves could ne- 
ver have found it, it is the wiſdom of God ina myſtery, the 
hidden wiſdom, and ſuch an invention as is, and will be the 
_ everlalting wonder of thoſe principalities and powers that de- 
tire to look into it. Obſerve how God glories in the inven- 
tion here, eureka, eurela, I have found, I have found the 


ranſom, 1, even I am he that hath done it, Math, Henry, 


. . nu "Wh, . x 
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110 5 for our tranſereſſ ons he was griten, faittes 
of God and Micted, the ju gave up himſelf to 
death, even a ach moſt ignominious and excru- 
ciating, bare the ſins of the un juſt, that he might 
bring them to Gd. Do we enquire why vile and 

worthleſs ſinners, are dealt with in ſo much mercy, 


treated with ſuch wondertul loving kindnefs, that 


they are accepted, adopted, and beloved? T ne 


ſoul-tranſporting anſwer is, hear it with attention, 


and receive it with pleaſure and gratitude, O my 


ſoul, and thou O0 chriſtian reader whoever thou 
art; the anſwer I ſay is, woe are accepted in the be- 


loved; not by Woiks of righ Hconuſneſs which we Have 


done, but of grece, free, rich, and love reign. Jeſus | 
the everlaſting, co-eſſential, and co- equal ſon of 
the everlaſting farher, hath undertaken for us, 
eſpouſed our cauſe, borne our fin and ſorrow, Us. 
charged our debts, and procured us favour and 
acceptance, and becauſe he died for us we ſhall 
not die, and becauſe he lived on earth below 5 
5 holy and obcdient life, ſulfiliing all righteouſneſs, 
as our federal-head, and now for ever lives in hea- 
ven above to intercede, 1 lay becauſe of his lite, 


We ſhall live alſo. 


1 Glorious ſalvation, we who were ls Fay obs: 
= ' noxious are abſolved ; we who were polluted and 
defiled, are accepted; for he hath made him to | 
Aa be fin for us who knew no fin, that we might 
"55, 0 be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. EDS 


_ 


„ * God OD Chriſt fn for us, e as he: imp ted: | 
"7 our ſins to him, that he might ſuffer the puniſhment of thems 2 


and on the contrary, we are made the righteouſneſs of God: 


18 Chak, inaſmuch 4 as God imputeth his W to ue, 
| and 


ag be made fin for us. 


> 
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2 Cor. v. 21, Precious ſcripture this, each word 
is big with wonder each word is moſt emphati- 

081; and claims the cloſeſt attention. He, the fa- 
ther, God of immaculate purity, who cannot ap- 

prove fin, nor accept the guilty ſinner, as ſuch, 


in love moſt ſtupendous and aſtoniſhing towards 


the deſerved objects of his wrath, made, gave up, 
appointed, him, his only begotten ſon, who thoug bt 


it not robbery to be equal with God, Phillip. ii © D» 


to be fin, imputing the guilt of his offendin 


creatures unto him, that in his own body he might 
bear them on the croſs, and as a fin- offering 


might be ſacrificed to expiate tranſgreſſion, and 
as a ſinner. might ſuffer the deſert of the fins of 
his people, And O wonderful to tell, this, he 
Was made, for us, Lord what is man, that thou 
art thus mindful of him, or what is a ſinful child 
of man, that thy ſon ſhould be made fin for him! 
For 5, angels are left confined in chains of dark- 
"mew for their fins, but Jeſus takes our nature, and 
is made fin for us, he knew no fin, immaculate in 
nature, guiltleſs 1 in life ; we knew nought but ſin, 
cenceived in fin, brought forth in iniquity, and like 
tft ſheep, with one conſent, had gone aſtray, yet, 
But O my ſoul, art thou 
not ſwallowed up in wonder, and ſweet ſurprize! 
Amazement higher ſtill, what was all this for? 
What to effect? Why does Jebovah bow the. 


ties, | 


7; 7 we are 3 righteous Tor hy 1 of the beten 1 
of Chriſt, Piſcat. in loc, —The righteouſneſs of God, W 
I righteouſneſs Inherent but imputed by God through faith, 

I hberefore it is added (en auto) in him, ſo we are the righte- 


oufneſs of God in him, as he is fin for us, even i by mputation- 
| Bes. | 


20 106; 
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ies, 400 f in the habit of, A poor ſrranger appear 
in this corrupted world, and {ojourn amoneft his 
own offending creatures? It was, that we might 
ebe made the rig! teouſpeſs of 804d! in him, * chat 
we might, (believing in vim) be inveſted with that 
robe of righteouſncls, which might render us ac- 
_ ceptable to God, night be lo ned upon with 
that garment of ſalvation, nich ithould beſpeak 


us the purchase of his Ho3d, and gain us admiſ- 


ſion into the e chamber of the king of 5 
kings. 5 
But how ſhall this righteouſhet bonne ours! 5 
5 By a gracious imputation, and, as it were, in ex- 
change for our fins; for he 215 our ſius, that We 
might become poſſeſſed his righteouſneſs 
through faith in bl he ns the. human na- 
"One that we might partake ot. the divine, and 


cloache * 


CI 


* The eau Gul i in him, viz. - that 1 we i N 
appear righteous before God, not in our inherent righteouſ- 
neſs, but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us of God 
by faith; for the apoltle adds not (en auto) in him, with- 
out deſign, but that he might ſignify unto us, that we are 
not juſtified by a righteouſneſs of our own, but by the 


— righteouſnels of another, even Chriſt's imputed to us. As 


Chriſt is ſaid to have been made fin for us who knew no fin, 
ſuch he was made by imputing our fins unto hm; ſo on 


the contrary, that we are made righteous, it is by imputing 15 


his righteouſneſs unto us, By this wonderful permutation, 
5 chriſt hath taken upon himſelf our evil things, that he ; 
: might impart unto us his good things : he took our m7, ery, D 
that he might beſtow on us his mercy; he took the care 
due to us, that we might partuke of his Ile. -dneſs ; 11 
| bowed to death, to raiſe us to lite, and in order 40 this, took _ 
dur fins, that we might take his righteouſneſs. Turret,— h 
Ipſe peccatum et nos juſtitia, nec noſtra ſed Dei, ner in 
nobis ſed in ipſo, ſicut ipſe peccatum, non ſuum {cd noſ- 5 
trum, nec in le, ſed i: in 1 nobis factus eſt, - Augult, 


mne 
cloathed himſelf with rags, that we might be 

cloathed in royal robes. But will this righteouſ- 
neſs be ſufficient, will it gain us favour and ac- 


ceptance? Yes faith the evangelical prophet, ihe 
| Lord is well pleaſed for his ri.hleouſneſs ſake II. 


Xii. 2 1. for it is every way commenſurate to the 


large and extenſive precepts of the holy law, it is 
_ a garment long and large, ſpotleſs as the ſun, and 


wulter than the new fallen irow ; arrayed in this, 
the vileſt proſtitute will find acceptance, and with- 


cout this, the greateſt profeſſor will be rejected; 

| when the bride, the church appears in this orna- 
mental robe, the king is delighted with her beauty, 
acceſs is given her into his. preſence, and he de- 
clares his approbation of her, ſaying, thou art all 


fair my love, and there is no ſpot in thee, Pl. xlv, 


11, 14. Cant iv. 7. This is the wedding gar- 


ment which all the accepted gueſts are eloathed 
with, and whoever ſhall be found without it, tho? 


he may have obtruded himſelf into the fellowſhip 


and ſociety of the bridegrooms friends, will be de- 


tected and caſt into culer darkneſs, for no r ighte- 
doufneſs will be admitted that is not perfect as the 


Precept, and holy as him that gave it; but ſuch 
righteouſneſs is only to be found in the holy an d 


obedient life of Chriſt. 


* true believer puts on cri, not only by 5 
a "y | 


—— . < 


— —————_ 


2 The eh garn which 3 can renders us plea- 


: fing and acceptable to the heavenly king, who appoints the 
marriage, even to the father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
25 ſpiritual bridegroom, and in which we may ſtand before 


him in judgment, is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to 


us by faith; for the ſcripture knows of no other thing, for 
he ſake of which, we may be accepted of God, obtain par- 


don ot lin, and a right . to eternal life. Chemnit. | 
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a participation of his nature and ſpirit, aid a con- 
formity to his laws and lite ; but defires above 
all things that Chriſt's rigbteouſueſs may be his 
| uppermoſt garment. Thus prayed the great 
preacher to the gentiles, that I may be found in 
Fim,“ in the great and ſolemn day when God ſhall 
make up his Jewels, let me be found in him, in- 
corporated into him by faith, that J may be ſhel- 
tered from the ſtorm and tempeſt which naked 
ſouls muſt feel, and which my own righteouſneſs 
which 1s of the law, can in no wiſe ſcreen me 
from; let me therefore be found in that righteouſ- 
neſs, which is through the faith of Chriſt, imputed 


through faith to every believer, even he rig bie- 
ouſueſs which is of God by faith, which God imputes 


to them that believe, and | in which he cannot © bur TE 


i . T6 . 
It does not appear chat paul expettedp to appear N 


as accepted, for his inherent righteouſneſs, the 


very thought of which he carnèllly deprecates ; 
nor docs it "ſeem that Pau] expected his faith to 
be his acceptable righteouſneſs ; but that which 
faith lays hoid upon, and applies | in the act of 


juſtification, and ever after has reſpect unto; now 


that righteouſneſs Which 18 SPauge faith, or which 
1 | | faith 7 


— _—_—. - at 2 K 8 5 ws. — n a 


* 7 be 5 in OY bb ates 0 3 ot 5 


Sod. For the father hath declared himſelf well pleaſed in 
Chriſt ; therefore to them who are made one with him by | 


„ ik, there i is no condemnation, ſeeing that ſuch are adorn _ 


ed with a righteouſneſs ſuch as he requireth, and cannot burt 


B be pleaſed with, even the perfect and compleat righteouſ- 


5 neſs of chriſt imputed to them by faith. Whereas on the 


contrary, whoſoever are not found in Chriſt cannot eſcape _ 


condemnation, ſeeing they can Product no righteouluels | 
but thow: own, Ves. on the Le. & 


Math. . 28; and an aulilutron. 


( 91 ) 


faith reſpects, cannot be faith itſelf; but the 
richteouinels of Chriſt is that which faith always 
| has reſpect unto, and muſt therefore be Jomettung 
different from itſelf. 


12th, It is preſumed, it was no more needful 


that Chriſt ſhould perrorm in the obedience of 
his life, the Qutirs pecuhar to the ſeveral ſtates 


and conditions of his people, in order that his 


active obedience might be imputed to them as their 
than it was neediul for him to 


title to heaven, 
ſuffer all the peculiar aches, pains, diſeaſes, and 
diſquietudes common to the various ſtates, con- 
ditions, and circumſtances which an all- wiſe pro- 
a vidence had ſubjected them to, in order to pro- 
cure their deliverance from hell. 


in whatever its pure precepts were violated; by 


ſuffering all it could poſſibly inflict on the offen- | 
ders, fo that in conſequence thereof, they might 
with one voice triumph in the cauſe of their ab- 
ſolution, who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 


God's elec t? It is Chriſt that dies. And hence 1n 
5 ſcripture Chriſt is ſaid to be given to lutron,* 
. 5. 
by which his people are delivered from the curſe 
due to their ſins, And as he was the head and 
: repreſenar! ve of his choſen ſeed, all that was ne- 


_ cefiary in the latter, in order to thei acceptance, 


adoption, &c. was, the fulfilling the precepts of 


; the law agrecable t o that, he thai does things 


N 


. , 8 3 * I 
* r a 


* 275 luton nfl eden non TOI at. ſed ejus 
pretium, f 
tivi cenentur, £ mY 


In reſpect to 
the latter, what concerned him for the deliver- 
ance of his people, was to fatisfy the injured law 


Ee, quicquid datur ad eos eee qui cap- 
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all live in them. Nor doth that objection ſeem 
to have any weight, * that if we are juſtified by 


ce 


death appears to have been neceſſary from the 
cc 


ve are not juſtified by his life.” For to have 


made this argument ſolid and concluſive, it ſhould _ 
have been ſaid, if we are juſtified by his life only 
and abſtractedly, then his death was not neceſſary; 
but I do not know that this is any where affirm- 
ed. The active and paſſive obedience of Chriſt, 
as they are the ſole meritorious cauſe of a ſinner's 
. juſtification, are and ought to be conſidered as one 
great aggregate, inleparably connected, uniting 
cheir influence, and joining their agency to lay 2 
firm foundation for reconciliation with God, par. 
don, peace, acceptance, adoption, heaven, and 
glory for believing ſinners. i 
| © Yet ſhould any man ſpeak of the farixfattion o of 
_ Chriſt's death, and the merit of his life diſtinctly and 
leparate, aſcribing to each a _diftin& part in the 
 faivation of a ſinner, I ſee not wherein the practice 
could juſtly be blamed ; for remiſſion of fin, and 
imputation of righteouſneſs, ſtand related to each 
other as the cauſe and it's effect. For we are not 
to conceive of the procedure, as if God firſt pardon'd 
our ſin, and afterwards imputed righteouſneſs to us: 
but rather, iſt he imputes righteouſneſs and for the 
fake of that righteouſneſs imputed, he pardons 
our fin, For 1 it ſeems neceflary that the (Aron, 
_ and ſatisfaction ſhould io intervene that remiſſion | 
of fins may be obtained without infringing j»ftice, | 
and that there may be a lawful foundation laid 
for the abſolutory ſentence. The impuration of 
8 the achten of Chriſt, is the ole foundation 


and 


his life, his death was not neceſſary; but his 


concurrent teſtimony of ſcripture; therefore 


— ä— — — — 


and meritorious cauſe of a ſinner's juſtification, 
which as it conſiſts of two parts, viz. abſolution 


and adoption, inſcparably connected with each o- 
ther; the former may well be ſuppoſed to reſpect 


the death, the latter the life of Chrift, which 


conſidered jointly, preſents us with a righteouſ: 


neſs having at once a ſatisfactory, and a meritori- 


ous power. It is certain, the benefit reſulting 


from the whole Obedience of Chriſt is twofold, 


Iiſt, a deliverance from deach. 2d, a title to life, 
For it is one thing to be looſed out of priſon, ano- 
ther to be ſeated i on a throne. Adam in his per- 


fect ſtate, deſerved not the penalty of death, nei- 


ther did he deſerve the reward of life, his obe- 


dience yet being untried. Paul himſelf ſeems to 
have conſidered the bleſſings reſulting from Chriſt's _ 
finiſhed work diſtinctly, Gal. iv. 4. 5, Chrift was 
made under the law, that mel Ba redeem them 
' that were under the law, from under the 
curſe, that we might receive 156 adoption of ſons, 
464 right and title to life, which floweth from 
adoption. Again, Acts xxvi. 18, that they may 
receive remiſſion of ſins, and a lot among them ibat 
that are ſanttified, 80 Chriſt is ſaid, not only to 


have waſhed us, but allo to have made us kings 
and prieſts unto God, &c. Rev. i. 5, 6. 


But to lay the whole ſtreſs of our falvation in 
ſuch ſort on the Redeemer's death, as to diſre- 
gard and diſparage his holy and obedient life, as 
it is unſcriptural, ſo it is a practice unſufferable, 
ſeeing we are hereby led to conceive of Chriſt as 
our ſurety and repreſentative, in one part of his 
grand undertaking, but intirely to overiook. him 
as acting in that character in another. As Chriſt en- 


gaged 1 in behalf of his Pepi to deliver them from 
Se hell, 


= | 
| 
| 
| 


ä 7 
hell, and bring them to heaven and glory, he | 
muſt accompliſh his purpoſe conſiſtent with the 

ſtricteſt juſtice, (for none will be ſaved unjuſtly, 
though the ſaved will be ſuch undeſervedly,) the 
Y tranſcript of which, was the fixed and invariable 
| law of God. This law made no promiſe of life 
1 but to the obedient, do and live, but by what ſo- 
þ phiſtry diſobey and die, can be made equivalent | 
| to this, I know not; and *till this be done, it can 
never be proved that the ſufferings of Chriſt a- 
lone, can give us a claim to heaven. Ir is grant- 
ed, when a criminal has ſuffered the penalty of 
the law according to the nature of his crime, juſ- 
tice can exact no more, and in this ſenſe he ſtands 
on equal footing with him who never tranſerefſed _ 
the law at all; but the latter of theſe was the caſe 
with Adam before his obedience was tried ; and 
that covenant obligation whereby life was to be 
continued, or increaſed, remalned yet unfulfilled ; 
but. believers i in Chriſt Jeſus are in a very different 
ſtate, as ſhewn above. So long as we live in an 
unconverted ſtate, fo long we live as Adam 
left us by his fall from God, in a ſtate of wrath 
and condemnation, Eph. ii. 3. John iti. 18, but 
when we are tranſlated from the power of darkneſs Dot 
into the kingdom of the ſon of God. Coloſſ. i. 13, 
[be incor: uptible feed is jown which liveth, and abid- 
eth for ever. 1 Pet. i. 23, and the precious foul _ 
as one of the jewels of heaven, is kept by __— 
Power of God, through faith unto ſalvation, Ch, i. 3. 
13th, Reader if thou haſt an intereſt in this 
_ precious Chriſt, theſe are truths, ſcripture truths, 5 
goſpel truths; "this i is the new wine of the king 
dom which may well make glad thy heart. What . 
. canſt thou want, that Chriſt has not to Sive! ? What 
3 Ly canſt 
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canſt thou want that the God of our mercies will 
vvithold, he that ſpared not his ſon, but freely gave 
bim up for us all, how ſhall he not with him freely 
give us all things ; ? Rom. viii. 32. Art thou weak 
in faith, and are thy graces feeble? Behold Chriſt 
is the bread of life, the true bread, the bread that 


cometh down from heaven; and 22 bread is the 


ſtaff of life, ſo Chriſt ſhall be the ſtrength and 


ſupport of thy ſoul. If thou art thirſty Chriſt 


gives living water to thirſty fouls, the weak he 
ſtrengthens, the weary he refreſhes, the mourners 


he cheats, the guilty he abſolves, the impriſoned 


he looſes, the blind he leads, the lame he upholds, 
he prepares a cordial for the ſick, applies balm to 
the wounded, and O cortifortable: to tell, he cloaths 


- the naked with a robe of righteouſneſs, 


When Joſeph was called trom priſon to appear 


5 before Pharaoh the king of Egypt, he put off his 


5 priſon cloaths and changed his raiment, and hav- 
ing obtained favour, he was not only cloathed, 
but adorned, he was arrayed in veſtures of finc 

linen, and a chain of gold was put around his neck; 


and ſo it is with believers in Chriſt, old things are 


Dutt away, all things become new; a new heart, a 
new life, new deſires, new purpoſes, new aims, 
new ends, new pleaſures, new companions, and 


| (allow me to ſay dear reader,) a new coat. 


The righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is ſomewhat like 


Joſeph's coat of divers colours, it is red and white, 


or as the bride rejoicingly ſings of her beloved, 
he is white and ruddy, ſuch is the robe his friends 
are adorned with; it is red in reſpect of his bloody 
death, not like Joſeph's coat which was dipt in 
the blood of a kid, for Chriſt's garment was be- 


ſmeared with his own blood, U.. Ixil. 2, it 1s white 


N 


1 
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in reſpect to his perfect and moſt holy life; fo 
that, (if I may fo fay,) the believer's garment, 


that is the righteouſdeſs of Chriſt, was woven 


from the wool of this heavenly lamb, by a three 
and thirty years toil, and at his death ſo ſprinkled 
with his blood, that (as I ſaid) it is a garment red 
and white. I would here obſerve O reader, that 
none partake of this garment, but renewed fouls ; 
Chriſt will never beſtow this bleſſing on two ſorts 
of people, 1ſt, On ſuch as refule inſtruction, and 
in no wile chuſe the fear of the Lord; who eſteem 
the preaching of the croſs fooliſhneſs, and will not 
have him to reign over them; theſe loving to wal- 
low in their own vomir of fin and filthineſs, muſt 


never *till changed, put on this robe of righteouſ- 


neſs, and they can never be accepted without! . 
24, Such as are wrapping up themſelves in their 
own imaginary goodneſs; and to whom Eik 
crucified, and ſalvation by his croſs, is an occaſion 
of ſtumbling; Chriſt will put his righteoufneſs 
on none but naked ſinners, who ſce and feel their 
need of ſuch a covering, and therefore theſe muſt 
want the wedding garment when. the king Tool: 
view his gueſts. 3 | 
3 4th, The ſweet linger of Iſrael ads ina. 
ſong the bleſſedneſs of the man whoſe ſins are 
covered; now it is one ſpecial property of a gar- 
ment to cover, but. what can pollibly cover our 
ſpiritual nakedanelh before God, and as it were hide 
Our fins from his eyes, beſide the righteouſneſs RCs 
_ * wrought out by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? This 
renders us acceptable to God, Eph. i 6. and as of 
dlc the merry ſeat, covered the tables of the de- 
| calogue, laid up in the ark of the covenant, fo _ 
8 Chriſt 1 is our mercy ſeat, Rom. iii. 2 5 the umbra- 


= culum 
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culum erat which covereth our ſins committed a- 
giainſt the tables of God's moſt holy law. And 


as his righteouſneſs is the moſt ſplendid and glo- 


rious, and fit for ſuch to wear who ſtand in the 
preſence of the king, therefore he ſays, I counſel 

thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
mayeſt be rich, and white raiment that thou. mayeſt 


be clothed, that the ſhame of thy — do not 
be Laces Rev. ili. 18. 


The perfection of this righteouſneſs | is ſet forth 
in Pl. xIv. 10. where it is compared 1% gold of 
Opbir, the fine gold, and the queen (i. e. the 

church) is repreſented as veſted therewith, adorn- 
ed and ready for the bridegroom, e exulting and 

ſinging, as in the words of the prophet, T will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſoall be joyful tk 
in my God, for he hath clotbed me with the garments 
of ſalvation, He hath covered me with THE robe 
of righteouſneſs. This is the veſtment that Chriſt 
ſpreads over the deformity of his ſaints, Ezek. 

xvi. 8. it is the clean linen ſpoken of, Rev. xix. 

8 , which is ſaid to be the righteruſneſs of jaints ; not 

© their inherent righicouſneſs, this might be called 

their own, but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; it is 
ſaid they wear it by ſpecial grant, for it was grant- 


ed, &c. now that this is meant of the righteoul- 


_ neſs of Chriſt, appears from Rom. v. 18. vill. 4. 
where the ſame greek word is uſed to expreſs the 
5 righteouſneſs of Chriſt, viz. his active and paſſive 
| obedience, The ſcriptures frequently bring an 
vniverſal charge of fin againſt all men, for ]! 
have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God, Rom, 


ini 19. and, there 25 none righteous no not one, PL 


xiv. 3. And again, in thy fight ſhall no fleſh living 


| be Jullified.. Now what righteouſneſs can be ſuf- 
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cient to rechmmend an unrighteous race, to the 
favour and acceptance of a holy God ? No exter- 
nal works can avail to this purpoſe; our common 


parents ſewed fig leaves, but they could not cover 
their nakedneſs therewith ; ; now theſe fig-leave 
- aprons were types of all thoſe outward coverings 
men are apt to make in order to cover their naked 
ſouls, but they mult be told that their rworks will 


nos profit them, God no doubt intended to inſtruct 
Adam and Eve, when he cloathed them with the 


{kins of beaſts, probably ſlain for ſacrifice, in the 


bleſſings couched in the ſerpent's curſe, that the 


woman s ſeed then promiſed, ſhould offer up his 
body to expiate their 
obedient life, weave out for them a garment that 
ſhould cover their { viritual nake⸗ inels, and hide 
their ſhame and guilt. | 


guilt and by a holy and 


When Jacob came in unto his father Thea c, tor pg 


"tain the bleſſing, he put on goat- ſkins, and his 
elder brother's raiment; fo we allo muſt put on 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; the raiment of our 
elder. brother, if ever we obtain the bleffing from ; 
„ heavenly father.” Jr was appointed under the 15 
law, for Aaron to be cloathed with garments g glo- 
rious and beautiful, whenever he entered the y 
ly of holies; ; to ol believers, being made kings 
and prieſts unto God, Rev. 1. 6, are e cloathed d with 
a beautiful and glorious garment, even the righ- 
teouſneſs of the Lord Chriſt, by whoſe Power they 
have been made willing, and whom they now wor- 
ſhip in this beautiful dreſs, or in the beauty of _ 
holineſs, Pſ. cx. 3. This precious righteouſneſs 5 
of Chriſt, 18 to the ſoul, what our common gar- 
ments are to our badies-; ; this covers the naked- 
neſs of the body, that imputed by faith, covers 


the of 


„ 
the nakedneſs of the ſoul; the latter ſkreens us 
from cold, &c. ſo doth the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


from the frigidity of ſin, which almoſt freezes our 
affections, and benumbs us in {ſpiritual duties; 


our garments alſo defend our bodies from the 


burning ſun, ſo doth Chriſt's righteouſneſs from 
the ſcorching heat of awakened wrath, Again, 
our garments are uſed as ornaments to the body, 
ſo the righteouſneſs of Chriſt doth more eſpecially 
ornament our ſouls, ſo that we Nee become ac- 

_ ceptable to God. 85 5 
S od forbad the Ifraclties to wear garments EY 
of woollen and linen, Deut. xx11. 11, no doubt in- 
tending to inſtruct us hereby, that Chriſt's ſpotleſs 
rig htcouſneſs, and our own filthy rags, ſhould not 

be joined togecher in the juſtification of a ſinner; 


and indeed why ſhould they, what part can they 5 

claim in the great work ? What have the beſt of | 
them merited ? Surely nothing but ſhame and 

ſorrow. What did Chriſt bring ſalvation in part, 


and leave us to finiſh the work begun? Or mult. 


we begin, and perform a part, and will Chriſt | 


make up the deficiency 2 Muſt he be alpba, and 
we omega, or muſt we be alpha, and will he be 
omega? Let ſuch diſhonourable thoughts be far 


from our minds, if Baal be God ſerve him, but 


if the Lord Chriſt be God, let him have the glory. 


His arm alone brought ſalvation, to his name alone 5 


be all the praiſe, 
15th, Upon the whole, whar a glorious Ks 
very doth the word of God make unto us, of 
his wiſdom and goodneſs, in the redemption of 
loſt ſinners by means of a mediator ; and what a 
firm foundation for hope, yea for the plerophory 
of hope, is laid up for every believer | in the 
life 
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5 life, "ad ü- atoning death of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Can you fail of ſalvation who caſt the 


anchor of your hope in him ? No, it is impoſ- 
ſible. Can the injured law arreſt you and con- 
demn you? No, Chriſt has ſuffered all that juſtice 
could inflict ; inflict on one who had engaged in 


behalf of the obnoxious, and as a ſurety had bound 
himſelf to diſcharge the debts of his diſtreſſed peo- 


ple. Being found i in Jeſus need you fear accept- 


ance? There is to thee O child of grace 0 con- 


demnation, therefore thou canſt never go to hell: but 


cloathed in the ſpotleſs garment wove out by Chriſt, 


having on that righteouſneſs which is of God through 


_ Faith in Chriſt, thou haſt the ſtrongeſt recommen- 
dation to the favour of God, and therefore ſhalt 


aſſuredly go to heaven. 
This righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to che be- 


liever, gives him as full an abſolution from guilt, = 
als if he had never offended, acquits as intirely! G 
1 eye of juſtice, as if he had never been attaint- 
ed; and at the ſame time confers a title to heaven 


and glory, as full and inconteſtible, as if he had 
falklled all the Precepts. of the moſt holy law of 


God. In this moſt incomparably glorious plan of 


ſalvation, in which the attributes of deity ſhine 


forth with aſtoniſhing brightneſs, and iweetly _ 


monize in the molt plea aſing concord and agrec- 


ment, do thou more and more employ thy nobleſt ; 
. powers O my ſoul. Here is an abyſs of wonder, 
a boundleſs and bottomleſs ocean of heavenly wif. 
dom, and heavenly love lies open before thee 


dare not too deep leſt thou be ſwallowed up in the 


immenſity of myſtery ; think not to ſound infinite 
_ depths, with the ſhort and ſcanty line of moſt en- 
i lightened realon, for nothing $ here but infinitude 


and 


( 101 ) 


and incomprehenſibility. In God's moſt bleſſed 
book, as in a garden fair, there let me often walk, 
no curſe is here for thoſe who live i in Chriſt, nor 
barren land for ſinners who believe. 24 
And thou dear reader take this book, the book oy 
of God to be thy guide, fo ſhall it be a lamp un- 
to thy feet, and a light unto thy paths. Let this 
great ſalvation be uppermoſt in thy heart, and 
foremoſt on thy tongue, if thou haft taſted that 
the Lord is gracious, if Jeſus has covered thy 
fins with his righteouſneſs, be not aſhamed to own 
him, nor be back ward to follow him, make men- 
tion of him at all times, that his name may be 
magnified. And in the ſpirit of gratitude, and 
the language of triumph, let every believer ſay, 
ſurely in the Lord have I righteaujneſs and ſtrength, 
II. xlv. 24, and they who ſhill yet be born ſhall de- 
clare his righteouſneſs, Pſ. xxii. 31. Yea the heaven 
Hall declare his righteouſneſs, Pf. I. 6, and his peo-- 
ple ſhall enjoy the comfortable effects thereof, „ 
even, » guicineſs and aſſurance Jer - TT SS DE 
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and incomprehenſibility. In God's moſt bleſſed 
book, as ina garden fair, there let me often walk, 
no curle is here for thoſe who live in Chriſt, nor 
barren land for ſinners who believe. 
And thou dear reader take this book, the book 
of God to be thy guide, ſo thall it be a lamp un- 
to thy feet, and a light unto thy pachs. Let this 
great ſalvation be uppermoſt in thy heart, and 
foremoſt on thy tongue, if thou haſt taſted that 
the Lord is gracious, if Jeſus has covered thy 
fins with his righteouſneſs, be not aſhamed to own 
Ts him, nor be backward to follow him, make men- 
tion of him at all times, that his name may be 
magnificd. And in the ſpirit of gratitude, and 
the language of triumph, let every believer ſay, 
ſurety in the Lord have 1 righteauſnejs and ſtrength, 
II. xIv. 24, and they who fhull yer be born ſhall de- 
clare bis righteouſneſs, Pſ. xxii. 31. Yea the heaven 
Mw declare his righteouſneſs, PL. I. 6, and his peo- 
ple ſhall enjoy the comfortable effects thereof, 0 
even, ly quictneſs and fſurance for ever. 
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